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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Strength
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
Structural Theme - The Glorification and Decline of the David Lineage
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOKS OF 1AND 2KINGS
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the books of 1,2Kings will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the books of 1,2Kings will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Jeremiah the prophet was the most likely author of the books of 1,2Kings.

I. The Title
There are a number of ancient titles associated with the books of 1,2Kings. 

A. The Ancient Jewish Title "Kings" - In the earliest Hebrew canon and in the Masoretic Text, 1,2Samuel form a single book called "Samuel" ( שמואל), and 1,2Kings form a single book called "Kings" ( מלכים). Origen (c 185 - c 254) says the book of Kings carried a modified title "The Kingdom of David" by the Jews in his day. 3] Jerome (A.D 342to 420) was familiar with this title as "Kings." 4] Scholars tell us that in the sixteenth century Daniel Bomberg (d 1549), a printer of Hebrew books, introduced the divisions of the books of Samuel and Kings into 1,2Samuel, 1,2Kings in the first publication of his Rabbinic Hebrew bible in Venice in 1516. 5] Thus, the Hebrew titles ( א מלכים) (1Kings) and ( ב מלכים) (2Kings) can be found in the modern, standard work Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 6]

3] Eusebius, the early Church historian, writes, "the First and Second of Kings, among them one, Samouel, that Isaiah , ‘The called of God'; the Third and Fourth of Kings in one, Wammelch David, that Isaiah , ‘The kingdom of David'; of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , ‘Records of days';" Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 6251-2, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272-3.

4] Jerome says, "Then comes Samuel, which we call First and Second Kings. The fourth is Malachim, that Isaiah , Kings, which is contained in the third and fourth volumes of Kings. And it is far better to say Malachim, that is Kings, than Malachoth, that is Kingdoms. For the author does not describe the Kingdoms of many nations, but that of one people, the people of Israel, which is comprised in the twelve tribes." See Jerome, "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings," trans. W. H. Freemantle, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893), 489-90.

5] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the Books of Samuel, in Clark's Foreign Theological Library, fourth series, vol 9, trans. James Martin (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1880), 1; Henry Preserved Smith, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Samuel, in The International Critical Commentary (Edinburgh: T & T. Clark, c 1899, 1951), xi.

6] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77).

B. The Ancient LXX Title "1,2Kingdoms" - Swete says the divisions of the Hebrew books of Samuel and Kings originated in the LXX , which divided them into four books, and collected them under one general title called "Books of the Kingdoms" ( βίβλοι βασιλειῶν). KD explains that the "Kingdoms" refer to the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah. 7] Melito, bishop of Sardis (d. c 190), 8] Origen, and Jerome knew these four books by the Greek title "1, 2, 3, 4Kings." The Latin Vulgate followed the LXX with these four books collected under the general title "Liber Regnorum," with Jerome modifying the title to "Liber Regum." 9] They understood these two books contained the history of the kingdoms of Israel and Judah from their founding unto their demise.

7] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, Biblical Commentary on the Books of Samuel, in Clark's Foreign Theological Library, fourth series, vol 9, trans. James Martin (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1880), 1.

8] Eusebius writes, "‘I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books.' Such are the words of Melito." Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History 42614, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff, (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.

9] Biblia Sacra juxta Vulgatam Clementinam (Ed. electronica), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005); David Erdmann, The Books of Samuel, trans. C. H. Toy and John A. Broadus, in A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol 5, ed. John Lange (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1877), 2; A. F. Kirkpatrick, The First Book of Samuel, in The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, ed. J. J. J. Perowne (Cambridge: The University Press, 1884), 9.

C. The Modern English Title "1,2Kings" - Jerome restored the divisions of Samuel and Kings, so that modern English bibles followed his division of Samuel into 1,2Samuel, 1,2Kings. 10] This title reflects the main character of the book, in the prophet and judge Samuel, who served as the founder of the kingdom of Israel, anointing both Saul and David as kings. He exerts more influence upon the founding of the kingdom than any other individual.

10] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

II. Historical Background
A. The Source of Historical Material Recorded in the Books of Kings- The author of the books of Kings sometimes ends a section about a king by saying if you want to know more about him, then refer to the book of the acts of Song of Solomon , or the chronicles of the kings of Israel or the chronicles of the kings of Judah ( 1 Kings 11:41; 1 Kings 14:19; 1 Kings 14:29; 1 Kings 15:7; 1 Kings 15:23; 1 Kings 15:31; 1 Kings 16:5). Scholars generally agree that these books being referred to in Scripture are not a part of the canonical writings, but are simply a reference to the royal chronicles of the kings that were recorded by the king's recorder, and still in existence at that time. The reason these references are made is because the author of 1,2Kings felt the need to draw upon the available resources at hand, although he had a religious purpose in mind when writing, in contrast to a historical purpose for the secular writings of the chronicles of the kings. The author of Kings tells the readers that if they want to know the historical records, then there are chronicles available for their reference. The author writes his chronicle to explain to the children of Israel and Judah why God judged their nation and sent them into Captivity. Without doubt, the historical books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles relied heavily upon these lost historical chronicles of the kings as a major source of information, but wrote under the divine inspiration of the Spirit of God ( 2 Timothy 3:16).

1 Kings 11:41, "And the rest of the acts of Song of Solomon , and all that he did, and his Wisdom of Solomon , are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?"

1 Kings 14:19, "And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, and how he reigned, behold, they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel."

1 Kings 14:29, "Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?"

1 Kings 15:7, "Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam."

1 Kings 15:23, "The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet."

1 Kings 15:31, "Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?"

1 Kings 16:5, "Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?"

2 Timothy 3:16, "All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:"

III. Authorship
Jewish tradition attributes the authorship of 1,2Kings to Jeremiah the prophet.

A. Internal Evidence - There are several internal witnesses that imply Jeremiah may have written or compiled the book of Kings.

1. Emphasis Upon the Office of the Prophet- The books of 1,2Kings give a strong emphasis to the office of the prophet, in contrast to 1,2Chronicles, which gives the emphasis to the office of the priests. This emphasis supports the Jewish tradition that Jeremiah was the author of the books of Kings, while Ezra was the author of Chronicles. The books of Kings show us that the office of the prophet was used to guide the king, and thus the kingdom, into the will of God. When the king rejected the prophet, the king fell into the judgment of the Lord.

2. Common Passages- Another evidence of Jeremiah as the author is the fact that the books of 2Kings and Jeremiah have some common passages. For example, 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:30 is almost identical to Jeremiah 52:1-34.

3. Several Individuals are Only Found Both in Kings and Jeremiah - Another evidence of Jeremiah as the author is the fact that the individual named Jehonadab, or Jonadab, the son of Rechab, is only mentioned in the books of 2Kings and Jeremiah ( 2 Kings 10:15; 2 Kings 10:23, Jeremiah 35:6; Jeremiah 35:19).

2 Kings 10:15, "And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him: and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into the chariot."

2 Kings 10:23, "And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab, into the house of Baal, and said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look that there be here with you none of the servants of the LORD, but the worshippers of Baal only."

Jeremiah 35:6, "But they said, We will drink no wine: for Jonadab the son of Rechab our father commanded us, saying, Ye shall drink no wine, neither ye, nor your sons for ever:"

Jeremiah 35:19, "Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; Jonadab the son of Rechab shall not want a man to stand before me for ever."

B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that Jeremiah wrote his own book, Kings, and Lamentations.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 11]

11] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
Note the phrase, "unto this day" is used often in the book of 1Kings.

1 Kings 8:8, "And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were not seen without: and there they are unto this day."

1 Kings 9:13, "And he said, What cities are these which thou hast given me, my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day."

1 Kings 9:21, "Their children that were left after them in the land, whom the children of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy, upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day."

1 Kings 10:12, "And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the LORD, and for the king"s house, harps also and psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day."

1 Kings 12:19, "So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day."

Note the phrase, "unto this day" is used often in the book of 2Kings.

2 Kings 2:22, "So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake."

2 Kings 8:22, "Yet Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same time."

2 Kings 10:27, "And they brake down the image of Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, and made it a draught house unto this day."

2 Kings 14:7, "He slew of Edom in the valley of salt ten thousand, and took Selah by war, and called the name of it Joktheel unto this day."

2 Kings 16:6, "At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day."

2 Kings 17:23, "Until the LORD removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day."

2 Kings 17:34, "Unto this day they do after the former manners: they fear not the LORD, neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment which the LORD commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel;" 

2 Kings 17:41, "So these nations feared the LORD, and served their graven images, both their children, and their children"s children: as did their fathers, so do they unto this day."

2 Kings 20:17, "Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the LORD."

2 Kings 21:15, "Because they have done that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 12]

12] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the Kingdom of Israel, the author of the books of 1,2Kings chose to write using the literary style of the historical narrative. Thus, the books of 1,2Kings is assigned to the literary genre called "historical narrative literature." 

A. Deuteronomic Content - The collection of books called the Early Prophets ( Joshua ,, Judges , Samuel, Kings) is generally understood to reflect an underlying theme of Israel's adherence to and violation of the Deuteronomic codes set forth by Moses. T. R. Hobbs notes the deuteronomic content within the book of 2Kings, saying, "It comes as little surprise, then, that the writer should use the ‘Torah of Moses' as the standard of behavior by which he judges both nations and kings. The manner in which he refers to the standard is sometimes quite general ( 2 Kings 10:31; 2 Kings 16:3-4; 2 Kings 18:4-6), but where more specific allusions or precise quotations are needed, he leaves one in no doubt that the law which is found in the book of Deuteronomy is in mind ( 2 Kings 14:5-6; 2 Kings 17:2-23; 2 Kings 21:3-9). The measures taken by Josiah in chap 23are the clearest example of this and are widely recognized as dependent upon the prohibitions of the book of Deuteronomy." 13] 

13] T. R. Hobbs, 2 Kings , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 13, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxii.

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 14]

14] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the books of 1,2Kings, an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the books of 1,2Kings for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
Lyman Abbott says the purpose of 1,2Kings is to show that the prophecies of the David lineage were being fulfilled. He notes that the narrative material in Kings has a prophetic emphasis, while Chronicles has a priestly emphasis. For example, Kings describes at length (fourteen chapters) the ministries of the prophets Elijah and Elisha, while being entirely omitted by Chronicles ( 1 Kings 17:1 to 2 Kings 8:15). Again, Chronicles contains lengthy descriptions (fifteen chapters) of David's preparations for building the Temple, the orders of the Levite's, and Solomon's construction and dedication of the Temple ( 1 Chronicles 22:1 to 2 Chronicles 7:11), while Kings reduces this narrative material to two chapters ( 1 Kings 5-6). Again, in the chronicles of Hezekiah, Kings emphasizes his role in reforming the nation back to the Lord, with Isaiah prophetic role in defeating Sennacherib, and in Hezekiah's healing ( 2 Kings 18-20), while Chronicles emphasizes Hezekiah's role in restoring Temple worship, priestly duties, the Passover festival ( 2 Chronicles 29-30). Again, Kings records the prophetic death of Jezebel ( 2 Kings 9:30-37), while being omitted in Chronicles. 15]

15] Lyman Abbott, The Life and Literature of the Ancient Hebrews (Cambridge, Mass: Riverside Press, 1901), 32-33.

VIII. Thematic Scheme
The prophecy by Hannah in 1 Samuel 2:1-10 is the theme of the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles. God lifts up the humble men and obedient nations out of the dust and He brings the proud low. The emphasis throughout the book of Kings is on the moral integrity of each king. For example, we find the phrase "and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD" twenty-eight times in the books of 1,2Kings. We see where God often sent His prophets to guide the nation back into obedience to the Law, but his message was often rejected and the prophet punished.

IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline
The books of 1,2Kings are divided by the reigns of each king over Judah and Israel. This outline reveals that God honoured each individual king who reigned over His people because He inspired the author of the book of Kings to record Israel's history according to the periods of each king's reign. This book of history reveals that God's blessings or curses came upon a nation according to the works of each king.

1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 22:53
I. The Kingdom United Under Solomon (970-930 B.C.) 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 11:43
A. Judgment of His Adversaries 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 2:46
B. Establishment of His Throne 1 Kings 3:1 to 1 Kings 4:34
C. Institution of National Worship 1 Kings 5:1 to 1 Kings 8:66
D. God Makes a Covenant with Solomon 1 Kings 9:1-9
E. The Prosperity of Solomon's Reign 1 Kings 9:10 to 1 Kings 10:29
F. Solomon's Sin and Judgment 1 Kings 11:1-40
G. Epilogue to Solomon's Reign 1 Kings 11:41-43
II. The Kingdom Divided 1 Kings 12:1 to 1 Kings 22:53
A. The Reign of Jeroboam over Northern Israel (930-909 B.C.) to 1 Kings 14:20
1. Jereboam Establishes His Throne 1 Kings 12:1-24
2. Jereboam Institutes National Worship 1 Kings 12:25-33
3. God Speaks to Jereboam thru a Prophet 1 Kings 13:1-32
4. Jereboam's Sin and Judgment 1 Kings 13:33 to 1 Kings 14:18
5. Epilogue to Jereboam's Reign 1 Kings 14:19-20
B. The Reign of Rehoboam over Judah (930-913 B.C.) 1 Kings 14:21-31
C. The Reign of Abijam over Judah (913-910 B.C) 1 Kings 15:1-8
D. The Reign of Asa over Judah (910-869 B.C.) 1 Kings 15:9-24
E. The Reign of Nadab Over Israel (909-908 B.C.) 1 Kings 15:25-32
F. The Reign of Baasha Over Israel (908-886 B.C.) 1 Kings 15:33 to 1 Kings 16:7
G. The Reign of Elah Over Israel (886-885 B.C.) 1 Kings 16:8-14
H. The Reign of Zimri Over Israel (885 B.C.) 1 Kings 16:15-20
I. The Reign of Omri Over Israel (885-874 B.C.) 1 Kings 16:21-28
J. The Reign of Ahab Over Israel (874-853 B.C.) 1 Kings 16:29 to 1 Kings 22:40
K. The Reign of Jehoshaphat Over Judah (872-848 B.C.) 1 Kings 22:41-50
L. The Reign of Ahaziah Over Israel (853-852 B.C.) 1 Kings 22:51-53
2 Kings 1:1 to 2 Kings 25:30
M. The Reign of Ahaziah Over Israel (853-852 B.C.) (cont'd) 2 Kings 1:1 to 2 Kings 2:25
N. The Reign of Jehoram Over Israel (852-841 B.C.) 2 Kings 3:1 to 2 Kings 8:15
O. The Reign of Jehoram Over Judah (848-841 B.C.) 2 Kings 8:16-24
P. The Reign of Ahaziah Over Judah (841 B.C.) 2 Kings 8:25 to 2 Kings 9:28
Q. The Reign of Jehu Over Israel (841-814 B.C.) 2 Kings 9:29 to 2 Kings 10:36
R. The Reign of Queen Athaliah Over Judah (841-835 B.C.) 2 Kings 11:1-21
S. The Reign of Jehoash Over Judah (835-796 B.C.) 2 Kings 12:1-21
T. The Reign of Jehoahaz Over Israel (814-798 B.C.) 2 Kings 13:1-9
U. The Reign of Jehoash Over Israel (798-782 B.C.) 2 Kings 13:10-25
V. The Reign of Amaziah Over Judah (796-767 B.C.) 2 Kings 14:1-22
W. The Reign of Jeroboam II Over Israel (783-753 B.C.) 2 Kings 14:23-29
X. The Reign of Azariah Over Judah (792-740 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:1-7
Y. The Reign of Zechariah Over Israel (753 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:8-12
Z. The Reign of Shallum Over Israel (752 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:13-16
AA. The Reign of Menahem Over Israel (752-742 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:17-22
BB. The Reign of Pekahiah Over Israel (742-740 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:23-26
CC. The Reign of Pekah Over Israel (752-732 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:27-31
DD. The Reign of Jotham Over Judah (750-735 B.C.) 2 Kings 15:32-38
EE. The Reign of Ahaz Over Judah (735-715 B.C.) 2 Kings 16:1-20
FF. The Reign of Hoshea Over Israel & Its Captivity (732-722) 2 Kings 17:1-41
GG. The Reign of Hezekiah Over Judah (715-686 B.C.) 2 Kings 18:1 to 2 Kings 20:21
HH. The Reign of Manasseh Over Judah (697-642 B.C.) 2 Kings 21:1-18
II. The Reign of Amon Over Judah (642-640 B.C.) 2 Kings 21:19-26
JJ. The Reign of Josiah Over Judah (640-609 B.C.) 2 Kings 22:1 to 2 Kings 23:30
KK. The Reign of Jehoahaz Over Judah (609 B.C.) 2 Kings 23:31-34
LL. The Reign of Jehoiakim Over Judah (609-598 B.C.) 2 Kings 23:35 to 2 Kings 24:7
MM. The Reign of Jehoiachin Over Judah (598-597 B.C.) 2 Kings 24:8-17
NN. The Reign of Zedekiah Over Judah (597-586 B. C.) 2 Kings 24:18 to 2 Kings 25:21
OO. The Governorship of Gedaliah Over Judah (586 B.C.) 2 Kings 25:22-26
PP. King Jehoiachin Raised Up Out of Prison 2 Kings 25:27-30
BIBLIOGRAPHY
COMMENTARY BIBLIOGRAPHY
Anderson, A. A. 2Samuel. In Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11. Eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker. Dallas: Word Inc, 2002. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Bhr, Karl Chr. W. F. The Books of the Kings. Trans. Edwin Harwood and W. G. Summer. In A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, Critical, Doctrinal, and Homiletical, with Special Reference to Ministers and Students. Ed. John Peter Lange. New York: Scribner, Armstrong and Company, 1872. 

Clarke, Adam. 2 Kings , In Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database. Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996. In P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000.

Erdmann, David. The Books of Samuel. Trans. C. H. Toy and John A. Broadus. In A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, vol 5. Ed. John Lange. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1877. 

Gill, John. 1Kings. In John Gill's Expositor. In e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005.

Gill, John. 2Kings. In John Gill's Expositor. In e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005.

Hobbs, T. R. 2Kings. In Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 13, second edition. Eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker. Dallas: Word Inc, 2002. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Keil, C. F. and F. Delitzsch. Biblical Commentary on the Books of Samuel. In Clark's Foreign Theological Library, fourth series, vol 9. Trans. James Martin. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1880. 

Keil, C. F. and F. Delitzsch. The Books of the Kings. In Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament. Trans. James Martin. In P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000.

Kirkpatrick, A. F. The First Book of Samuel. In The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges. Ed. J. J. J. Perowne. Cambridge: The University Press, 1884.

Klein, Ralph W. 1Samuel. In Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 10, second edition. Eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker. Dallas: Word Inc, 2002. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Metzger, Bruce M, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker, eds. Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007.

Montgomery, James A. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Kings. In The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1951.

Murphy, Roland E. Proverb. In Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 22. Eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker. Dallas: Word Inc, 2002. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Wesley, John. Notes on the Old Testament: 1Samuel - Psalm. In The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002.

GENERAL BIBLIOGRAPHY
Abbott, Lyman. The Life and Literature of the Ancient Hebrews. Cambridge, Mass: Riverside Press, 1901.

Athanasius. Festal Letters. Trans. Archibald Robertson. In Select Writings and Letters of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria. In A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 4. Eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff. Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1891.

Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sanhedrin, Folio 107b. Trans. I Epstein [on-line]. Accessed 11August 2009. Available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet.

Babylonian Talmud: Tractate Sotah, Folio 47a. Trans. I Epstein [on-line]. Accessed 11August 2009. Available from http://www.come-and-hear.com/sotah/sotah 47.html; Internet.

Bentley, Todd. Journey Into the Miraculous. Victoria, BC, Canada: Hemlock Printers, Ltd, 2003.

Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle. Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77.

Biblia Sacra juxta Vulgatam Clementinam (Ed. electronica). In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc, 2005.

Bruce, F. F. The Books and the Parchments. Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963.

The Complete Jewish Bible with Rashi Commentary. Ed. A. J. Rosenberg. New York: The Judaica Press Company, 1963 [on-line]. Accessed 13December 2009. Available from http//www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16445/showrashi/true; Internet,

Eusebius. Ecclesiastical History. Trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius. In A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1. Eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff. Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905.

Hagin, Kenneth. Following God's Plan For Your Life. Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994.

Goll, Jim W. The Seer: The Prophetic Power of Visions, Dreams, and Open Heavens. Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc, 2004.

Gunkel, Hermann. The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction. Trans. Thomas M. Horner. In Biblical Series, vol 19. Ed. John Reumann. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967.

Hagin, Kenneth. Understanding the Anointing. Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1983, 1994.

Hallo, William W. and K. Lawson Younger, Jeremiah , Context of Scripture, 3vols. Leiden; Brill, 2000. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Herodotus. Herodotus, vol 1. Trans. A. D. Godley. In The Loeb Classical Library. Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1975.

Herodotus, Herodotus, vol 2. Trans. William Beloe. London: A. J. Valpy, 1803.

Irenaeus. Against Heresies. In The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus. In The Ante-Nicene Fathers, vol 1. Eds. Alexander Roberts, James Donaldson, and A.Cleveland Cox. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1913.

Jerome. "Prefaces to the Books of the Vulgate Version of the Old Testament: The Books of Samuel and Kings." Trans. W. H. Freemantle. In A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, Second Series, vol 6. Eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff New York: The Christian Literature Company, 1893.

Joyner, Rick. The Call, Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999.

Keathley, III, J. Hampton. "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah." (Bible.org) [on-line]. Accessed 23May 2012. Available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Ksenberger, Andreas J. Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue. Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011.

Lichtheim, Miriam. Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Munroe, Myles. Interviewed by Benny Hinn. This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California). Television program. 

Munroe, Myles. Kingdom Principles: Preparing for Kingdom Experience and Expansion (Understanding the Kingdom). Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publications, Inc, 2006.

Nicol, T. "Tiglath-Pileser." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Negev, Avraham, ed. The Archaelogical Encyclopedia of the Holy Land, 3ed. New York: Prentice Hall Press, c 1990, 1996. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Peake, A. S. "Baal." In A Dictionary of the Bible Dealing with Language, Literature, and Contents Including the Biblical Theology, vol 1. Ed. James Hastings. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1908.

Pett, Peter. "The Use of Numbers in the Ancient Near East and in Genesis." [on-line]. Accessed 3August 2009. Available from http://www.geocities.com/genesiscommentary/numbers.html; Internet.

Prince, Joseph. Destined to Reign. On Lighthouse Television (Kampala, Uganda). Television program, 21May 2012.

Roberts, Frances J. Come Away My Beloved. Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973.

Roberts, Frances J. Dialogues With God. Uhrichsville, Ohio: Barbour Publishing, Inc, c 1968.

Rodkinson, Michael L. New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13. New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902.

Saddika, Nasir. Interviewed by Rod Parsley. Breakthrough (Columbus, Ohio). On Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2January 2009). Television program.

Savelle, Jerry. Interviewed by Kenneth Copeland. Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas). On Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California). Television program.

Sayce, A. H. "Asherah." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Sayce, A. H. "Baal." In International Standard Bible Encyclopedia. Ed. James Orr. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939. In The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008.

Schambach, R. W. "Sermon." Schambach Ministries (Flint, Texas). Cassette tape.

Schreiner, Thomas R. Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011.

Sheets, Dutch. Intercessory Prayer. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1996.

Smith, Henry Preserved. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Samuel. In The International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T & T. Clark, c 1899, 1951.

Swete, Henry B. An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek. Cambridge: University Press, 1902.

Waltke, Bruce K. "The Book of Proverbs and Ancient Wisdom Literature," in Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. 136 (July 1979): 222-239. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

Wommack, Andrew. Gospel Truth. Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries). On Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California). Television program.

Youngblood, R. F, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison, and Thomas Nelson Publishers. Nelson"s New Illustrated Bible Dictionary, rev. ed. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995. In Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM], Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-43 

The Reign of King Solomon over a United Israel (970-930 B.C.) - 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 11:43 records the story of the reign of King Solomon. The plot of this historical account of Solomon's life takes a familiar structure as it discusses the establishment, prosperity and failure of his reign as king over Israel.

1. The Establishment of Solomon' Reign — 1 Kings 1:1 to 1 Kings 2:46
2. The Prosperity of Solomon's Reign — 1 Kings 3:1 to 1 Kings 10:29
3. The Failure of Solomon's Reign — 1 Kings 11:1-40
4. Epilogue — 1 Kings 11:41-43


Verses 1-53 

1 Kings 1:1-4 — King David's Old Age - The story of King Solomon's reign begins with an account of David's old age and test of sexual vigour, which event begins the struggle to find his successor. The Hebrews understood that a man's sexual vigour was indicative of his physical strength and mental alertness, which were important aspects in ruling a kingdom. David's failure to pass this text of sexual vigour prompted a struggle for a new king between his sons Adonijah and Solomon.

1 Kings 1:5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.
1 Kings 1:5 — Comments- Adonijah was the fourth son of King David ( 2 Samuel 3:2-5, 1 Chronicles 3:1-4). The first Song of Solomon , Amnon and the third Song of Solomon , Absalom, were dead. The second Song of Solomon , named Chileab, or Daniel , is mentioned nowhere else in the Scriptures. Therefore, it appears that Adonijah believed that he had the right to the throne as the eldest living sons of King David. Adonijah had the same mother as Absalom ( 1 Kings 1:6), which was Maacah the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur. Because the Geshurites were not Israelites, but heathen tribes that survived the conquest of Joshua ( Joshua 13:13), Adonijah was not a full Israelite by birth. Therefore, Adonijah's bloodline would have disqualified him from being chosen the king of Israel.

2 Samuel 3:2-5, "And unto David were sons born in Hebron: and his firstborn was Amnon, of Ahinoam the Jezreelitess; And his second, Chileab, of Abigail the wife of Nabal the Carmelite; and the third, Absalom the son of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; And the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital; And the sixth, Ithream, by Eglah David"s wife. These were born to David in Hebron."

Joshua 13:13, "Nevertheless the children of Israel expelled not the Geshurites, nor the Maachathites: but the Geshurites and the Maachathites dwell among the Israelites until this day."

1 Kings 1:6 And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom.
1 Kings 1:6 — "and his mother bare him after Absalom" - Comments- Thus, Adonijah had he same mother as Absalom, which was Maacah the daughter of Talmai, king of Geshur.

1 Kings 1:9 And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by Enrogel, and called all his brethren the king"s sons, and all the men of Judah the king"s servants:
1 Kings 1:9 — Word Study on "Enrogel" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Enrogel" ( רׂגֵל עֵין) (H 5883) literally means, "the fountain of a traveller." John Gill says the Targum calls it the "Fuller"s Fountain," where the fuller"s washed their fabrics. 16] This word only occurs four times in the entire Old Testament.

16] John Gill, 1 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 1Kings .

Joshua 15:7, "And the border went up toward Debir from the valley of Achor, and so northward, looking toward Gilgal, that is before the going up to Adummim, which is on the south side of the river: and the border passed toward the waters of Enshemesh, and the goings out thereof were at Enrogel:"

Joshua 18:16, "And the border came down to the end of the mountain that lieth before the valley of the son of Hinnom, and which is in the valley of the giants on the north, and descended to the valley of Hinnom, to the side of Jebusi on the south, and descended to Enrogel,"

2 Samuel 17:17, "Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz stayed by Enrogel; for they might not be seen to come into the city: and a wench went and told them; and they went and told king David."

We can see from the other three references that it was located in the Kidron valley beside Jerusalem. There was a spring of water here, which made it an ideal place to slaughter and wash animals for a meal.

1 Kings 1:11 Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bathsheba the mother of Song of Solomon , saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not?
1 Kings 1:11 — Comments- Nathan knew the prophecy of Solomon's succession over the nation of Israel that the Lord had given to David. We see that God had previously spoken to King David about a son being born to him and that his name would be called "Solomon." 

1 Chronicles 22:8-9, "But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

The birth and naming of Solomon took place in 2 Samuel 12:24-25.

2 Samuel 12:24-25, "And David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in unto her, and lay with her: and she bare a Song of Solomon , and he called his name Solomon: and the LORD loved him. And he sent by the hand of Nathan the prophet; and he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD."

God revealed to King David that Solomon was to succeed him on the throne.

1 Chronicles 28:5-6, "And of all my sons, (for the LORD hath given me many sons,) he hath chosen Solomon my son to sit upon the throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. And he said unto me, Solomon thy Song of Solomon , he shall build my house and my courts: for I have chosen him to be my Song of Solomon , and I will be his father."

We also see evidence in Proverbs 4:3-4 that King David favored his son Solomon above his other sons. 

Proverbs 4:3, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live."

As he groomed Solomon for the kingship, his other sons appear to be raised without discipline and training. We see immorality in Amnon, murder and rebellion in Absalom, and insurrection and pride in Adonijah. Thus, we see how Solomon was corrected in the smallest of areas, while his brothers remained without discipline in their sins.

1 Kings 1:50 And Adonijah feared because of Song of Solomon , and arose, and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.
1 Kings 1:50 — Comments - Adonijah ran to the brazen altar and held onto the horns, hoping that the king would not kill him and shed human blood at the sacred altar, thus defiling it forever. The Jewish people would have reacted against such shedding of blood at this altar. Joab would do the same thing in fear for his life ( 1 Kings 2:28).

1 Kings 2:28, "Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar."

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-12 

David's Final Charge to Solomon and Death - 1 Kings 2:1-12 records King David's final charge to his son Song of Solomon , and the transfer of the throne at his death. In his charge, the king charged Solomon to keep the commandments of the Lord, and to judge the remaining enemies of the king. There is a desire within us to outlive our enemies, and to see God's judgment upon them. At the end of David's life, several enemies remained alive, who were going to outlive the king. Two of these enemies, Joab and Shimei, had the potential to overthrow the Davidic lineage and take over the kingship. Joab was head of the military forces, and Shimei was a son of King Saul. Thus, David passed their impending judgment on to his heir Solomon. A man of righteous, such as David, is as zealous to judge wickedness as he is to bless those who do good. King David had bless all those who had done him good, which characterized his time in exile ( 1 Samuel 30:26-31), as well as his reign (1Kings). In order for David to complete his office as a king, he must also complete its judgments of remaining sin. In this case, King David fulfilled this necessary requirement of his kingship by delegating this responsibility to Solomon. Thus, David's ministry was now complete, and he could face death in peace.

1 Kings 2:1 Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon his Song of Solomon , saying,
1 Kings 2:2 I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;
1 Kings 2:2 — Comments- We find a similar statement in 1 Corinthians 16:13, "Watch ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like men, be strong." The Philistines used a similar statement in order to encourage themselves and win the battle ( 1 Samuel 4:7-9).

1 Samuel 4:7-9, "And the Philistines were afraid, for they said, God is come into the camp. And they said, Woe unto us! for there hath not been such a thing heretofore. Woe unto us! who shall deliver us out of the hand of these mighty Gods? these are the Gods that smote the Egyptians with all the plagues in the wilderness. Be strong, and quit yourselves like men, O ye Philistines, that ye be not servants unto the Hebrews , as they have been to you: quit yourselves like men, and fight."

The children of Israel encouraged themselves in the Lord:

Judges 20:22, "And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day."

King David told his son Solomon to be strong like a man should be.

1 Kings 2:2, "I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;"

God told Job to gird up his loins like a man and interact with Him in dialogue.

Job 38:3, "Gird up now thy loins like a man; for I will demand of thee, and answer thou me."

1 Kings 2:3 And keep the charge of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:
1 Kings 2:3 — Comments- The language that David used to charge his son Solomon in 1 Kings 2:3 is reflected in the writings of Song of Solomon , as well as in other Old Testament passages, such as Joshua 1:8 and Psalm 1:1-3.

1 Kings 2:5 Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.
1 Kings 2:5 — "and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel" - Comments- The two captains of the armies of Israel were Abner and Amasa. Solomon mentions these two men again in 1 Kings 2:32 at the time of Joab's execution, "And the LORD shall return his blood upon his own head, who fell upon two men more righteous and better than Hebrews , and slew them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the host of Judah."

1 Kings 2:5 — "and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet" - Comments- This phrase reflects a man's thoughts and actions. A man girds himself because he has a plan to carry out that has been conceived in his mind, then his feet take him into acting out that plan.

1 Kings 2:5 — Comments- David was angry with Absalom, but he did not judge the situation by the Law ( 2 Samuel 13:21). Therefore, David will pay the price later during Absalom"s revolt. Instead of Absalom"s sin costing one life, it will cost twenty thousand (20 ,000) lives ( 2 Samuel 18:7). David also failed to judge Joab for the murder of two men, Abner and Amasa ( 1 Kings 2:5). This almost cost Solomon the kingdom during his revolt with Adonijah, Solomon"s brother ( 1 Kings 1).

2 Samuel 13:21, "But when king David heard of all these things, he was very wroth."

2 Samuel 18:7, "Where the people of Israel were slain before the servants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that day of twenty thousand men."

1 Kings 2:7 But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother.
1 Kings 2:10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.
1 Kings 2:10 — "David slept with his fathers" - Comments- Paul the apostle refers to King David falling asleep in Acts 13:36, "For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption:" The New Testament uses the term "sleep" as a direct reference to the First Resurrection of the saints. All of the saints are said to be "asleep in the Lord."

1 Corinthians 11:30, "For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep."

1 Corinthians 15:6, "After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once; of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are fallen asleep."

1 Corinthians 15:18, "Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished."

1 Corinthians 15:51, "Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,"

1 Thessalonians 4:13, "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."

1 Thessalonians 5:10, "Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him."

Even David, himself, declares his hope of the resurrection.

Psalm 16:9, "Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope."

It is certain that God had showed this prophet concerning the resurrection of the saints.

1 Kings 2:10 — "and was buried in the city of David" - Comments- The "city of David" is a reference to mount Zion, or Jerusalem.

2 Samuel 5:7, "Nevertheless David took the strong hold of Zion: the same is the city of David."

1 Chronicles 11:6-7, "And David said, Whosoever smiteth the Jebusites first shall be chief and captain. So Joab the son of Zeruiah went first up, and was chief. And David dwelt in the castle; therefore they called it the city of David."

The sepulchre of David lasted at least one thousand year, since Peter, preaching on the day of Pentecost, referred to the fact that his grave still existed.

Acts 2:29, "Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day."

David was not buried in his hometown of Bethlehem, as was the tradition, but in the city of David, since he was a king.

1 Kings 2:10 — Comments- The Scriptures say that David died "in a good old age, full of days." David was seventy year old at his death ( 2 Samuel 5:4).

1 Chronicles 29:28, "And he died in a good old age, full of days, riches, and honour: and Solomon his son reigned in his stead."

2 Samuel 5:4, "David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years."

1 Kings 2:11 And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.
1 Kings 2:12 Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly.


Verses 13-25 

Solomon Slays Adonijah - 1 Kings 2:13-25 records the story of King Solomon slaying his brother Adonijah. One ancient tradition was for a king who takes the throne is to inherit his father's possessions, including his wives. David took Saul's harem ( 2 Samuel 12:8), and Herodotus tells us that this was an ancient Persian tradition (The Histories 368). 17] This was why Adonijah's brother, Absalom, lay with King David's concubines ( 2 Samuel 16:22). Adonijah saw this pretty young virgin named Abishag and desired her. His request for her also meant that he had not given up his desire to be king, for he was asking for a part of the king's inheritance. 

17] Herodotus writes, "Suspicious of the imposture, he took these measures:—he had a daughter named Phiedyma, who had been married to Cambyses, and whom, with the other Avives of the late king, the usurper had taken to himself." See Herodotus, Herodotus, vol 2, trans. William Beloe (London: A. J. Valpy, 1803), 59-60.

2 Samuel 12:8, "And I gave thee thy master"s house, and thy master"s wives into thy bosom, and gave thee the house of Israel and of Judah; and if that had been too little, I would moreover have given unto thee such and such things."

2 Samuel 16:22, "So they spread Absalom a tent upon the top of the house; and Absalom went in unto his father"s concubines in the sight of all Israel."

Solomon saw into the heart of Adonijah through this request. He saw the elder brother as someone who would continue to compete with Solomon for leadership of the kingdom and one day make a violent attempt to seize the throne as his brother Absalom had done. This is why Solomon says to Bathsheba in 1 Kings 2:22, "Ask him for the kingdom also?" Solomon well remembered the tactics of Adonijah's brother, Absalom, who tried to take over the kingdom.

Solomon had given Adonijah one chance to show his loyalty after calling himself king in the place of Solomon. Now his lack of loyalty was revealed, and Solomon's kingship would always be in jeopardy unless Adonijah was judged. So judgment was the king's decision.

1 Kings 2:27 So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the LORD that he might fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.
1 Kings 2:27 — "that he might fulfil the word of the LORD, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh" - Comments- See the prophecy in 1 Samuel 2:31-36 that was fulfilled in 1 Kings 2:27.

This word was prophesied by an unnamed man of God to Eli, the high priest.

1 Samuel 2:27, "And there came a man of God unto Eli, and said unto him, Thus saith the LORD, Did I plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh"s house?"

The specific words of the lengthy prophecy that relate to this passage in 1Kings are found in 1 Kings 2:31 of this same prophecy.

1 Samuel 2:31, "Behold, the days come, that I will cut off thine arm, and the arm of thy father"s house, that there shall not be an old man in thine house."

1 Kings 2:28 Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.
1 Kings 1:50 — Comments - As did Adonijah ( 1 Kings 1:50), Joab ran to the brazen altar and held onto the horns, hoping that the king would not kill him and shed human blood at the sacred altar, thus defiling it forever. The Jewish people would have reacted against such shedding of blood at this altar.

1 Kings 1:50 And Adonijah feared because of Song of Solomon , and arose, and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar."

1 Kings 2:29 And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the tabernacle of the LORD and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.
1 Kings 2:29 — "Go, fall upon him" - Comments- This commandment was in accordance with the Mosaic Law, for Joab was a murderer.

Exodus 21:14, "But if a man come presumptuously upon his neighbour, to slay him with guile; thou shalt take him from mine altar, that he may die."

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-15 

Solomon's Great Sacrifice and Divine Dream (Comparison of Proverbs 2:1-22) - 1 Kings 3:1-25 gives us the story of Solomon's great sacrifice that he offered to God and how God blessed Him in a dream. After Solomon made an offering, the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream and asked Him what he wanted. Solomon's prayer to God was, "Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad." ( 1 Kings 3:9) This is the theme of Proverbs 2:1-22, which is how to develop a hearing heart. In Proverbs 2:1-22 Solomon wants to lead us through the same journey that he had to take as a king in order to hear from God. I believe that God answered Solomon's prayer, not by speaking to him audibly on a regular basis, nor by imparting wisdom into his heart all at one time, but rather, by revealing to him the secret of how to developing a hearing heart through spending time meditating in God's Word. It was up to Solomon to work this divine truth out in his life. Proverbs 2:1-22 teaches us how to acquire the same hearing heart so that we, too, can walk with the same wisdom that Solomon achieved.

1 Kings 3:1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh"s daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of building his own house, and the house of the LORD, and the wall of Jerusalem round about. 
1 Kings 3:1 — Comments- King Solomon was establishing a "political alliance" with Pharaoh, 18] which reflects the tradition of kings giving their daughters in marriage to other kings noblemen as a part of an effort to establish peace between two nations. Now, the Lord had promised to establish Israel's peace because of His promise to David. Yet, King Solomon went about to establish peace in his kingdom by using man's ways, rather than by God's promises. When he brought Pharaoh's daughter into Jerusalem with her gods, he opened the door for his own backsliding.

18] C. F. Keil and F. Delitzsch, The Books of the Kings, in Biblical Commentary on the Old Testament, trans. James Martin, in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), comments on 1Kings .

1 Kings 3:4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar. 
1 Kings 3:4 — Comments- Solomon's first offering at Gibeon was a thousand burnt offerings ( 1 Kings 3:4), the greatest offerings that the people of Israel had ever offered unto God, after which the Lord appeared unto him in a dream and asked what He could give back to Solomon. 1 Kings 8:62-66 records the second offering that Solomon made unto the Lord at the dedication of the Temple, which was much greater; twenty-two thousand bulls, and one hundred thousand sheep. God had given Solomon a great harvest for the seed offering that he had sown unto the Lord with this first offering.

1 Kings 8:63, "And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the LORD, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the LORD."

2 Chronicles 7:5, "And king Solomon offered a sacrifice of twenty and two thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep: so the king and all the people dedicated the house of God."

1 Kings 3:5 In Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee. 
1 Kings 3:5 — "and God said, Ask what I shall give thee" - Comments- God is a good God. He is a giving God. He takes pleasure in giving good things to His children.

Matthew 7:11, "If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?"

James 1:17, "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."

1 Kings 3:6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 
1 Kings 3:9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people? 
1 Kings 3:9 — Comments- David has set Solomon apart as a child to prepare him for the kingship ( Proverbs 4:3-4). This is because God had revealed to David that he was the chosen one to succeed the throne ( 1 Chronicles 22:8-9). Therefore, the quest for wisdom and understanding was instilled in his heart from a child. Naturally, Solomon"s prayer would be for wisdom.

Proverbs 4:3-4, "For I was my father"s Song of Solomon , tender and only beloved in the sight of my mother. He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live."

1 Chronicles 22:8-9, "But the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Thou hast shed blood abundantly, and hast made great wars: thou shalt not build an house unto my name, because thou hast shed much blood upon the earth in my sight. Behold, a son shall be born to thee, who shall be a man of rest; and I will give him rest from all his enemies round about: for his name shall be Song of Solomon , and I will give peace and quietness unto Israel in his days."

1 Kings 3:14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days. 
1 Kings 3:14 — "I will lengthen thy days" - Comments- Note that God lengthened the days of King Hezekiah by fifteen years ( 2 Kings 20:6). 

2 Kings 20:6, "And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David"s sake."

1 Kings 3:14 — Comments- It is amazing that God would give King Solomon a mighty anointing of wisdom and an understanding heart, and then warn him not to depart from God. One would assume that a person with that much wisdom would naturally be inclined to serve the Lord, but Solomon did depart, and fell into idolatry because of his many wives. We too, can know and understand all things, but still backslide from the Lord as Solomon did. This happens when pride enters the heart and the fear of the Lord is pushed aside.



Verses 1-29 

The Reign of King Solomon (His Prosperity) - 1 Kings 3:1 to 1 Kings 10:29 gives us the story of Solomon's reign as king over the united kingdom of Israel. The emphasis in this passage of Scripture is Solomon's prosperity as a result of obeying God's Word. In contrast, the final chapter of Solomon's reign will end sadly with the story of Solomon falling away from God and how his kingdom grew weak and became divided as a result of his sins.

One of the reasons for Solomon's prosperity can be seen in his willingness to give generously to the Lord. 1 Kings 3:1-15 gives us the story of Solomon's great sacrifice that he offered to God and how God responded to him in a dream and blessed him. As a new king he had a great need, which was to rule over his people with wisdom and discretion. In his need he came to God with an offering. It was Solomon's offering of one thousand burnt offerings to the Lord that prompted God to give back to the king a gift. This great sacrifice opened the windows of heaven for Solomon that forever changed the effectiveness of his ministry, for God gave him great wisdom and wealth.

Then God came to Solomon a second time and promised to be with His people and bless the entire nation ( 1 Kings 6:11-13). Although God blessed Solomon in his first divine encounter, the people were blesses during this second visitation. During these years God did not mind Solomon's prosperity. In fact, it was God who had given him the power to gain this wealth. In fact during his second great sacrifice at the dedication of the Temple Solomon was able to offer sheep and oxen without number ( 1 Kings 8:5). His first offering to God consisted of one thousand burnt offerings ( 1 Kings 3:4). This time he offered twenty-two thousand oxen and a hundred and twenty thousand sheep ( 1 Kings 8:63). The Lord responded by visiting him again in a dream ( 1 Kings 9:1-9). This time God promised to establish his royal lineage forever and to honour the Temple with His presence. Solomon continued to give ( 2 Chronicles 8:12; 2 Chronicles 9:12). As he gave he continued to prosper, and he built to his heart's desire. In fact, he became the richest man on earth, receiving tribute from many kingdoms around him. Solomon made silver as common as stones ( 2 Chronicles 9:27). In other words, he made the city look more and more like Heaven itself, whose streets are paved with gold.

There is a teaching in today's churches that one should be specific to God in prayer with his particular need as he gave an offering. In other words, an act of giving should be accompanied with a request to God for a particular need. If someone wanted a Scriptural basis for speaking these blessing forth as they gave an offering, then this verse would certainly support such a teaching.



Verses 16-28 

Solomon's Great Wisdom Demonstrated to Israel - 1 Kings 3:16-28 gives us the story of Solomon's great wisdom as he judged two harlots. Note the proposed outline of the story of two harlots:

1. The Situation Presented ( 1 Kings 3:16-22) 

2. The Solution Proposed ( 1 Kings 3:23-25) 

3. The Sacrifice ( 1 Kings 3:26-28)

1 Kings 3:26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her Song of Solomon , and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.
1 Kings 3:26 — "for her bowels yearned upon her son" - Comments- This reveals the true mother's love and compassion for her son ( Isaiah 49:15). This display of emotion touched the heart of King Solomon ( Proverbs 22:11). 

Isaiah 49:15, "Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee."

Proverbs 22:11, "He that loveth pureness of heart, for the grace of his lips the king shall be his friend."

1 Kings 3:26 — "O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it" - Comments- Only a mother could have this kind of compassion and sacrificial love. The real mother said to give the child to the other lady. Why? Genuine love does not seek its own way. Note:

Proverbs 10:12, "Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins."

1 Corinthians 13:5, "Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;"

Greed says:

Proverbs 21:26, "He coveteth greedily all the day long: but the righteous giveth and spareth not."

Thus, 

Proverbs 22:12, "The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge, and he overthroweth the words of the transgressor."

1 Kings 3:28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.
1 Kings 3:28 — "the wisdom of God was in him" - Scripture References- Note:

Proverbs 8:15, "By me kings reign, and princes decree justice."

Proverbs 20:8, "A king that sitteth in the throne of judgment scattereth away all evil with his eyes."

Proverbs 20:26, "A wise king scattereth the wicked, and bringeth the wheel over them."

Proverbs 20:28, "Mercy and truth preserve the king: and his throne is upholden by mercy."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-34 

1 Kings 4:20 Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry.
1 Kings 4:20 — Comments- The children of Israel had a reason to rejoice, because God was blessing their nation due to a righteous ruler ( Proverbs 28:12; Proverbs 29:2).

Proverbs 28:12, "When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory: but when the wicked rise, a man is hidden."

Proverbs 29:2, "When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn."

1 Kings 4:25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon.
1 Kings 4:25 — "every man under his vine and under his fig tree" - Comments- This phrase came to mean a time of peace and prosperity ( Micah 4:4, Zechariah 3:10).

Micah 4:4, "But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it."

Zechariah 3:10, "In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree."

1 Kings 4:30 And Solomon"s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt. 
1 Kings 4:30 — Comments- In 1 Kings 4:30 we have a reference to ancient wisdom literature from two geographical regions, from the east and from Egypt. Although we are most familiar with the wisdom literature of the Holy Scriptures, ancient history has been full of wisdom literature. Roland E. Murphy refers to recent studies in ancient Sumerian and Babylonian Proverbs , the Aramaic Proverbs of Ahiqar, and Egyptian wisdom literature. 19] In the literature of Mesopotamia, Instruction of Shuruppak and The Counsels of Wisdom (c 1500-1200 B.C.), and the Words of Ahiqar (704-681 B.C.) are collections of sayings that deal with moral conduct. 20] 

19] Roland E. Murphy, Proverb, in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 22, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), "Excursus on International Wisdom."

20] Bruce K. Waltke, "The Book of Proverbs and Ancient Wisdom Literature," in Bibliotheca Sacra, vol. 136 (July 1979): 222-239, in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

It appears that the largest body of ancient wisdom literature outside the Scriptures comes from Egypt. From the ancient Egyptian period of the Old Kingdom (2686-2160 B.C.), we find wisdom literature in The Instruction of Prince Hardjefed, The Instruction of Kagemni, and The Instruction of Ptahhotep (2450 B.C.). Later, we find The Instruction Addressed to King Merikare (2160-2040 B.C.), where a king gives advice to his son. In the Middle Kingdom, there have been found seven pieces of wisdom literature. In the New Kingdom period (1580-1100 B.C.), The Instruction of Any (c 1100 B.C.) records the wisdom of a father instructing his son about personal conduct, and The Instruction of Amenemope is found. to be similar to the book of Proverbs in its structure and in some of its proverbs. Finally, The Instruction of Ankhsheshonq (c 400-300 B.C.) is a piece of Egyptian literature that forms a large collection of about five hundred sayings that deal with the practical and religious concerns of the community. 21] 

21] Miriam Lichtheim, Ancient Egyptian Literature A Book of Readings, 3vols. (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1908), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

Perhaps the most famous piece of ancient wisdom literature mentioned above is The Instruction of Amenemope, an Egyptian document written about 1200 to 1300 B.C. This writing is arranged into thirty sayings and compares to a similar arrangement found in Proverbs 22:17 to Proverbs 24:22. This ancient writing also contains proverbs that are similar to those found in the book of Proverbs. 22]

22] Miriam Lichtheim, The Instruction of Amenemope, in Ancient Egyptian literature: Volume II: The New Kingdom (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1973- 80]), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004).

The fact that King Solomon sought out other sources of wisdom literature is confirmed in Ecclesiastes 12:9-10. Scholars consider Proverbs 22:16 thru Proverbs 24:34 to be collections of sayings that Solomon collected from other sources, which are commonly entitled "the words of the wise," a phrase taken out of Proverbs 22:17.

Ecclesiastes 12:9-10, "And moreover, because the preacher was wise, he still taught the people knowledge; yea, he gave good heed, and sought out, and set in order many proverbs. The preacher sought to find out acceptable words: and that which was written was upright, even words of truth."

Herodotus records the reputation of the Egyptians as being some of the wisest people on earth. 

"Rhampsinitus admired him greatly and gave him his daughter to wife for his surpassing cleverness, for as the Egyptians (said he) excelled all others in craft, so did he excel the Egyptians." (The Histories 2121) 23]

23] Herodotus, Herodotus, vol 1, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1975), 423.

"While this Psammis was king of Egypt he was visited by ambassadors from Elis, the Eleans boasting that they had ordered the Olympic games with all the justice and fairness in the world, and claiming that even the Egyptians, albeit the wisest of all men, could not better it. When the Eleans came to Egypt and told the purpose of their coming, Psammis summoned an assembly of those who were said to be the wisest men in Egypt." (The Histories 2160) 24]

24] Herodotus, Herodotus, vol 1, trans. A. D. Godley, in The Loeb Classical Library (Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press, 1975), 473.

Josephus recognized the great wisdom of the Egyptians as well.

"Now the sagacity and wisdom which God had bestowed upon Solomon was so great, that he exceeded the ancients, insomuch that he was no way inferior to the Egyptians, who are said to have been beyond all men in understanding; nay, indeed, it is evident that their sagacity was very much inferior to that of the king's." (Antiquities 825)

The Scriptures allude to the wisdom of Egypt in Isaiah 19:11 and Acts 7:22.

Isaiah 19:11, "Surely the princes of Zoan are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors of Pharaoh is become brutish: how say ye unto Pharaoh, I am the son of the wise, the son of ancient kings?"

Acts 7:22, "And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds."

However, amidst the backdrop of ancient wisdom literature, the book of Proverbs stands alone in its requirement of a personal faith in YHWH alone. To the Jews, wisdom could not be attained outside a life of fear and submission to the Lord. Although other ancient wisdom literature exists, it is obvious that the Proverbs of Solomon excels them all. While others require someone to comply with wise instruction, these divine proverbs require a personal faith in a living God. They give a moral standard of living that excelled that required by other nations. They cover every area of life, remaining as valid today as they did three thousand years ago. 

1 Kings 4:30 — Comments- Wise men played an important role in ancient societies, serving as the king's chief advisors. We see this in the books of Genesis , Daniel and Esther.

Genesis 41:8, "And it came to pass in the morning that his spirit was troubled; and he sent and called for all the magicians of Egypt, and all the wise men thereof: and Pharaoh told them his dream; but there was none that could interpret them unto Pharaoh."

Genesis 41:33, "Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt."

Exodus 7:11, "Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers: now the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments."

Daniel 1:4, "Children in whom was no blemish, but well favoured, and skilful in all Wisdom of Solomon , and cunning in knowledge, and understanding science, and such as had ability in them to stand in the king"s palace, and whom they might teach the learning and the tongue of the Chaldeans."

Daniel 1:20, "And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm."

Daniel 4:18, "This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the interpretation thereof, forasmuch as all the wise men of my kingdom are not able to make known unto me the interpretation: but thou art able; for the spirit of the holy gods is in thee."

Esther 1:13, "Then the king said to the wise men, which knew the times, (for so was the king"s manner toward all that knew law and judgment:"

Many nations set wise men in the positions of leaders and counsellors.

Jeremiah 49:7, "Concerning Edom, thus saith the LORD of hosts; Is wisdom no more in Teman? is counsel perished from the prudent? is their wisdom vanished?"

These wise men served as leaders in the nation of Israel.

Deuteronomy 1:15, "So I took the chief of your tribes, wise men, and known, and made them heads over you, captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, and captains over fifties, and captains over tens, and officers among your tribes."

They stood with the priests and prophets of the land in shaping the moral fiber of the nation. 

Jeremiah 18:18, "Then said they, Come, and let us devise devices against Jeremiah; for the law shall not perish from the priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from the prophet. Come, and let us smite him with the tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words."

They often sat at the city gates with the elders ( Job 29:7-25).

Wisdom was not limited to the palace or city gates. It was also honoured in the villages and in the homes. 

Ecclesiastes 9:15, "Now there was found in it a poor wise Prayer of Manasseh , and he by his wisdom delivered the city; yet no man remembered that same poor man."

1 Kings 4:32-33 — Comments - Solomon's Proverbs on Nature- Solomon must have seen the glory of God in His magnificent creation in order to write about trees, beasts, birds, creeping thing and fish ( 1 Kings 4:32-33).

1 Kings 4:32-33, "And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five. And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes."

Note these insightful words by Rick Joyner regarding the glory of God's creation:

"Soon after, I awoke. For days afterward, I felt an energy surging through me making everything look glorious. I loved everything that I saw. A doorknob seemed wonderful beyond comprehension. Old houses and cars were so beautiful to me that I was sorry I was not an artist so that I could capture their beauty and nobility. Trees and animals all seemed like very special personal friends. Every person I saw was like a library of revelation and meaning, and I was so thankful for eternity so that I could get to know them all. I could not look at anything without seeing magnificence, hardly believing that I had walked through so much of my life and missed so much." 25]

25] Rick Joyner, The Call (Charlotte, North Carolina: Morning Star Publications, 1999), 33-4.

05 Chapter 5 

06 Chapter 6 

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-51 

1 Kings 7:21 And he set up the pillars in the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz.
1 Kings 7:21 — Word Study on "Jachin" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Jachin" means, "founding," or "he will establish."

1 Kings 7:21 — Word Study on "Boaz" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Boaz" means, "fitness," or "strength."

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-66 

1 Kings 8:13 I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever.
1 Kings 8:12-13 — Comments - Textual Variants- In the LXX we find 1 Kings 8:12-13 after 1 Kings 8:53, and not between 1 Kings 8:11 and 1 Kings 8:14.

Brenton, "Because thou hast set them apart for an inheritance to thyself out of all the nations of the earth, as thou spokest by the hand of thy servant Moses, when thou broughtest our fathers out of the land of Egypt, O Lord God-- Then spoke Solomon concerning the house, when he had finished building it-- He manifested the sun in the heaven: the Lord said he would dwell in darkness: build thou my house, a beautiful house for thyself to dwell in anew. Behold, is not this written in the book of the song?"

F. F. Bruce believes the longer reading suggests that the LXX many have preserved a more accurate translation of the original Hebrew text than does the Masoretic reading used by the KJV. 26]

26] F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Old Tappan, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1963), 158.

1 Kings 8:62-66 — Comments- Solomon's Offering at the Dedication of the Temple - 1 Kings 8:62-66 records the offering that Solomon made unto the Lord at the dedication of the Temple. Solomon's first offering at Gibeon was a thousand burnt offerings ( 1 Kings 3:4), after which the Lord appeared unto him in a dream and asked what He could give back to Solomon. This second great offering was much greater; twenty-two thousand bulls, and one hundred thousand sheep. God had given Solomon a great harvest for the seed offering that he had sown unto the Lord with his first offering.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-28 

1 Kings 9:15 And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised; for to build the house of the LORD, and his own house, and Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer.
1 Kings 9:15 — Word Study on "Millo" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Millo" ( מִלּוֹא) (H 4407) literally means, "a rampart (as filled in), i.e. the citadel." PTW says it means, "fullness."

1 Kings 9:21-22 — Comments - Solomon's Tax- This type of tax is exactly what Jesus is talking about in Matthew 17:25.

Matthew 17:25, "He saith, Yes. And when he was come into the house, Jesus prevented him, saying, What thinkest thou, Simon? of whom do the kings of the earth take custom or tribute? of their own children, or of strangers?"

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-29 

1 Kings 10:1-13 — The Queen of Sheba Meets King Solomon ( 2 Chronicles 9:1-12) - Myles Munroe teaches about kingdom principles. He explains that when a king heard of another king, there was competition to display oneself as the greater king. One king would visit the other and bring a great gift, with the intent of out giving the weaker king. The king that gave the larger offering was considered the greater king. He explains that when the queen of Sheba came to King Solomon she came with a great offering in order to test his greatness. But when she arrived she saw the prosperity of Solomon's kingdom and the wisdom that he spoke. The queen of Sheba saw something so magnificent that she became speechless. She saw the king's servants ministering in each of their offices with joy and under the anointing. She saw a Temple that was built and designed under the inspiration of divine ideas. Its artwork and craftsmanship were unique upon the earth and had never been done before. She met a king in whom dwelt the Spirit and wisdom of God, something that she could not match. It took her breath away. He responded by giving to the queen all of her heart's desire. Thus, she acknowledged his greatness. 27]

27] Myles Munroe, interviewed by Benny Hinn, This is Your Day (Irving, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program; Myles Munroe, Kingdom Principles: Preparing for Kingdom Experience and Expansion (Understanding the Kingdom) (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publications, Inc, 2006).

1 Kings 10:2 — Comments- Andrew Wommack teaches that the word "gift" in Proverbs 18:16 refers to financial gifts, rather than spiritual gifts. 28] This type of giving reveals a right use of using money. It is not a bride, but rather a way to find favor. One good example of this is the queen of Sheba, who came to visit King Solomon with a large amount of gifts in order to enquire wisdom from him. Probably her large gift gave this busy man immediately access. In other words, her gifts put her at the front of the line. She was also able to spend personal time with him and with his ministers. It is the concept of the early missionaries coming into Africa and giving gifts unto the local kings for permission to evangelize their kingdoms.

28] Andrew Wommack, Gospel Truth (Colorado Springs, Colorado: Andrew Wommack Ministries), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

Proverbs 18:16, "A man"s gift maketh room for him, and bringeth him before great men."

1 Kings 10:17 And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.
1 Kings 10:17 — Comments - The shield was a defensive weapon in ancient warfare, defending a soldier from the assaults of the enemy. David, a man of war, used the characteristics of the shield figuratively throughout the book of Psalm to describe God's protection over His people as they trust in Him ( Psalm 115:9; Psalm 144:1-2). God's protection over His children from the assaults of the devil offer them liberties to walk in victory and prosperity upon earth as God ordained them to walk. Solomon made three hundred shields of pure gold. The number three is often said to symbolize the "Godhead," or "divine completeness," and the number ten represents "law and government," with multiples of symbolic numbers intensifying their meaning. 29] The three hundred shields may represent God's divine and perfect rule over His peoples, offering them perfect protection from the enemy; for Israel was a theocracy ruled by God. The gold may symbolize the purity of man's heart in accepting and serving the Lord. In contrast, Judah turns its heart away from the Lord to serve pagan idols, so the Lord sends the enemy into Jerusalem to steal the country's treasures and the golden shields. In their place, King Rehoboam replaces the golden shields with shields of brass, which could represent a false trust in the Lord ( 1 Kings 14:22-28).

29] Jim Goll says, "Multiples of these Numbers , or doubling or tripling carry basically the same meaning, only they intensify the truth." See Jim W. Goll, The Seer: The Prophetic Power of Visions, Dreams, and Open Heavens (Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image Publishers, Inc, 2004), 109-110.

Psalm 115:9, "O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield."

Psalm 144:1-2, "Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight; My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me."

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-13 

Solomon Turns His Heart Towards Idolatry - 1 Kings 11:1-13 records the tragic account of Solomon turning his heart away from the Lord in pride and towards other heathen gods. Solomon opened the door for these sinful idols to establish strongholds in the nation of Israel. Although Solomon seems to have come to his reasonable senses according to the message in Ecclesiastes , he left these idols in the land for others to be corrupted. 

These strongholds were never fully removed by later kings, and thus, they plagued God"s people until the day they were led away captive into Babylon

1 Kings 11:4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the LORD his God, as was the heart of David his father. 
1 Kings 11:4 — Comments- It was a woman that tore the kingdom of Israel apart. In 1 Kings 11:11-13, God tells Solomon that his idolatry, which began with his marriage to foreign wives, was the reason why the kingdom was torn from him. King David almost lost the kingdom because of his adultery with Bathsheba. The rebellion of David"s Song of Solomon , Absalom, was a direct result of Nathan"s prophecy which judged the house of David because of his sin with Bathsheba.

1 Kings 11:7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon. 
1 Kings 11:7 — "in the hill that is before Jerusalem" - Comments- John Gill cites Jarchi (Rashi), a medieval Jewish scholar, who says that the hill that is before Jerusalem mentioned in 1 Kings 11:7 is most likely the Mount of Olives. 30]

30] John Gill, 1 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 1Kings ; The Complete Jewish Bible with Rashi Commentary, ed. A. J. Rosenberg (New York: The Judaica Press Company, 1963) [on-line]; accessed 13December 2009; available from http//www.chabad.org/library/bible_cdo/aid/16445/showrashi/true; Internet, comments on 1Kings 11:7.

1 Kings 11:11 Wherefore the LORD said unto Song of Solomon , Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant.
1 Kings 11:11 — "and will give it to thy servant" - Comments- This is a reference to Jeroboam ( 1 Kings 11:28; 1 Kings 11:35).

1 Kings 11:28, "And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph."

1 Kings 11:35, "But I will take the kingdom out of his son"s hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes."



Verses 14-40 

The Lord Stirs Up Adversaries Against Solomon - After Solomon turns his heart towards idolatry ( 1 Kings 11:1-13), the Lord begins to raise up adversaries against the king. Solomon had reigned during a period of peace, when there was no need to fight wars and subdue nations. In the midst of this prosperity Solomon's heart became lifted up with pride and he backslid. Therefore, it became necessary for the Lord to judge him in order to turn his heart back to Him. It is in such difficult times that we tend to seek the Lord with passion.

1. Hadad the Edomite — — 1 Kings 11:14-25
2. Jerobam — 1 Kings 11:26-40
1 Kings 11:14-25 — The Lord Stirs up Hadad the Edomite as Solomon's Adversary - 1 Kings 11:14-25 records the account of the Lord stirring up Hadad the Edomite as an adversary of King Solomon. 

1 Kings 11:26-40 — The Lord Stirs up Jeroboam as Solomon's Adversary - 1 Kings 11:26-40 records the account of the Lord stirring up Jeroboam as an adversary of King Solomon. 

1 Kings 11:41-43 — Epilogue to Solomon's Reign - 1 Kings 11:41-43 provides an epilogue to the greatest king that the Lord raised up over Israel.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-20 

The Reign of Jeroboam over Northern Israel (930-909 B.C.) - In 1 Kings 12:1 to 1 Kings 14:20 we have the story of Jeroboam ruling over the northern kingdom of Israel. It is important to draw a parallel account of Jeroboam's reign to that of King David and Solomon. The reigns of both David and Solomon record the judgment of adversaries, the establishment of their thrones, the institution of national worship, God makes a covenant with David and Song of Solomon , the prosperity of their reigns, their sin and judgment, and an epilogue. Jeroboam's rule follows a similar sequence of events.

1. Jereboam Establishes His Throne — 1 Kings 12:1-24
2. Jereboam Institutes National Worship — 1 Kings 12:25-33
3. God Speaks to Jereboam thru a Prophet — 1 Kings 13:1-32
4. Jereboam's Sin and Judgment — 1 Kings 13:33 to 1 Kings 14:18
5. Epilogue to Jereboam's Reign — 1 Kings 14:19-20


Verses 1-33 

1 Kings 12:4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.
1 Kings 12:4 — Comments- We see in 1 Kings 12:4 how the northern tribes came to King Rehoboam when he became king and told him of the oppressive hand of his father Song of Solomon , of how he had overburdened them with his extravagant building projects and lifestyle. It is understood from the context that they were glad to see Solomon die. 

Imagine ourselves serving a group of people in our society as a calling or vocation and when we die, those very people we served were glad and relieved. We would not consider such a ministry successful, but this was the case with King Solomon's reign over his people. We know that he has been given the responsibility of building the Temple with all of its splendour. The people of Israel wanted nothing less. But Solomon later indulged in building houses for his wives and in building them a temple for their gods. He built gardens, fortresses and anything his soul delighted in as revealed in the book of Ecclesiastes , but with these God was not so well pleased, for He had not instructed Solomon to do so. Nevertheless, Solomon's indulgences became a heavy burden to his people and it cost his son the northern kingdom. They had served under David because of his love for God's people. But they had endured under Solomon and would do so no longer with Rehoboam. Thus, we see that Solomon's reign was not really successful because of the way he treated his people.

1 Kings 12:7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever.
1 Kings 12:7 — Comments- 1 Kings 12:7 is a perfect illustration of Ephesians 5:21, "Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God."

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-10 

The Man of God Cries Out Against the Altar in Bethel - In 1 Kings 13:1-10 we have the story of a man of God who is given no name cries out against the pagan altar that King Jeroboam set up in Bethel while the king was offering incense. The king held his hand forth towards the man of God and commanded his men to seize him, at which time his hand withered. When the king asked the man to intercede for him, prayer was made and the king's hand restored. 

1 Kings 13:1 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the LORD unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.
1 Kings 13:2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the LORD, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the LORD Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men"s bones shall be burnt upon thee.
1 Kings 13:2 — Comments- This prophecy, spoken around 931 B.C, was fulfilled 300 years later in the time of King Josiah (921 B.C.):

2 Kings 23:15-16, "Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove. And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the LORD which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words."

1 Kings 13:3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which the LORD hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out. 
1 Kings 13:4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him.
1 Kings 13:4 — "And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up" - Comments- The hand was the symbol of authority. This act demonstrated that God was greater than the king.

1 Kings 13:5 The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the LORD.
1 Kings 13:6 And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Intreat now the face of the LORD thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the LORD, and the king"s hand was restored him again, and became as it was before.
1 Kings 13:7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.
1 Kings 13:8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place:
1 Kings 13:9 For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest.
1 Kings 13:9 — Comments - The man of God is set apart for the ministry. Worldly involvement brings him into compromise with his confessions of faith, talking on the behaviour of the world, making his gift of prophecy difficult to maintain. The prophet must be particularly careful of his words, so the prophets of God are often seen in the Scriptures as men who have separated themselves.

1 Kings 13:10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.


Verses 11-34 

A Lion Slays the Man of God - Note R. W. Shambach"s four-point sermon outline on 1 Kings 13:11-34.

1. Idle Distraction ( 1 Kings 13:14) - "Sitting" is a stance of idleness, lack of faith. Standing is a position of faith ( Ephesians 6:13).

Ephesians 6:13, "Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand."

2. Diabolical Deception ( 1 Kings 13:18) - The devil tries to get supernatural in our lives:

John 8:44, "Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it."

2 Corinthians 11:14-15, "And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works."

Galatians 1:8, "But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed."

3. Deliberate Disobedience ( 1 Kings 13:21-22) - Sin brings judgment even in godly men's lives. Illustration: Moses struck the rock twice, so he did not lead the people of Israel into the Promised Land.

4. Definite Destruction ( 1 Kings 13:24) - The man of God did not repent. The lion did not really want to eat the ass or the carcass. He was just carrying out God's judgement. 31]

31] R. W. Schambach, "Sermon," Schambach Ministries (Flint, Texas), cassette tape.

1 Kings 13:34 And this thing became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth.
1 Kings 13:34 — "even to cut it off" - Comments- To cut what off? Jeroboam's house, or his descendants, would be cut off from living and ruling in Israel.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-31 

1 Kings 14:1-2 — Comments - Human Depravity- 1 Kings 14:1-2 shows the true nature of depraved mankind. Jerobam was exalted to be king. He became proud and sinful. God warned him of repenting. No repentance came, so God is cutting off his seed. Then when sickness comes, man many times turns back to God, but often it is too late ( Proverbs 29:1). The previous verse ( 1 Kings 13:34) states that God would cut off the seed of Jeroboam.

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

1 Kings 14:5 And the LORD said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman.
1 Kings 14:5 — Comments- The divine gift of the word of knowledge was operating in 1 Kings 14:5.

1 Kings 14:27 And king Rehoboam made in their stead brasen shields, and committed them unto the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept the door of the king"s house.
1 Kings 14:27 — Comments- The brass shields that Rehoboam made in the place of golden shields were an outward manifestation moral decline in the nation of Israel. Israel's prosperity was directly related to its righteousness.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-34 

1 Kings 15:1-8 — The Reign of Abijam over Judah (913-910 B.C) - 1 Kings 15:1-8 records the story of Abijam's reign as king over Judah.

1 Kings 15:5 Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.
1 Kings 15:5 — Comments- One major difference between King Saul and King David was that David never rejected or disobeyed the prophet of the Lord, while Saul rejected the office of the prophet and priest. For example, in the midst of David's sin with Bathsheba, he humbled himself at the voice of Nathan the prophet. In contrast, Saul disobeyed the voice of Samuel, and because Saul did not repent, God never sent Samuel back to Saul with a word from God. (Perhaps this is because the Holy Spirit is a gentleman and will not impose Himself upon us.) In addition, Saul killed the Ahimelech the priest, the son of Ahitub, and all his father"s house, the priests that were in Nob, and their families ( 1 Samuel 22:6-19). At this point Saul's heart was hardened so that God could no longer speak to him. When he was facing death, he sought a word from Samuel through the witch of Endor ( 1 Samuel 28:7-19).

1 Kings 15:9-24 — The Reign of Asa over Judah (910-869 B.C.) - 1 Kings 15:9-24 records the story of Asa reigning as king over Judah.

1 Kings 15:24 And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead.
1 Kings 15:24 — Comments- King Asa ruled over Judah from 910 to 869 B.C. Although his son Jehoshaphat took over the throne after him (872-848 B.C.), the story of his reign is not discussed until 1 Kings 22:41-50. Instead, the author of 1Kings jumps back forty years in time in the following verse and picks up with the reign of Nadab, the king of Israel (909-908 B.C.), who followed Jeroboam (930-909 B.C.), the first king over northern Israel. King Jeroboam will be mentioned a number of times prior to 1 Kings 22:41-50 because he had made friends with King Ahab of Israel.

1 Kings 15:25-32 — The Reign of Nadab Over Israel (909-908 B.C.) - 1 Kings 15:25-32 records the story of Nadab reigning over Israel. He was the second king over Israel, following his father Jeroboam (930-909 B.C.).

1 Kings 15:33 to 1 Kings 16:7 — The Reign of Baasha Over Israel (908-886 B.C.) - 1 Kings 15:33 to 1 Kings 16:7 records the story of Baasha as king over Israel.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-34 

1 Kings 16:8-14 — The Reign of Elah Over Israel (886-885 B.C.) - 1 Kings 16:8-14 records the story of Elah reigning as king over Israel. 

1 Kings 16:15-20 — The Reign of Zimri Over Israel (885 B.C.) - 1 Kings 16:15-20 records the story of Zimri reigning over Israel.

1 Kings 16:21-28 — The Reign of Omri Over Israel (885-874 B.C.) - 1 Kings 16:21-28 records the story of Omri reigning as king over Israel.

1 Kings 16:29 to 1 Kings 22:40 — The Reign of Ahab Over Israel (874-853 B.C.) - 1 Kings 16:29 to 1 Kings 22:40 records the story of Ahab reigning as king over Israel. Ahab's reign contains a lengthy section because of the important of Elijah the prophet to Israel's redemptive history.

1 Kings 16:31 — "that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians" - Comments - Josephus describes Jezebel as "the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians."

1 Kings 16:31 — "and went and served Baal, and worshipped him" - Comments- The Israelites fell deeply into Baal worship during the reign of Ahab, king of Israel ( 1 Kings 16:31). Josephus tells us that King Ahab began to worship the gods of Jezebel his wife. 32] The name Baal, which means "owner, lord," was used as a title of the supreme god among the Canaanites. 33] The name of Baal was often associated with the sun in ancient times. 34] Therefore, it is likely that this word from the Lord spoken by Elijah regarding a drought is a direct challenge to the worship of Baal, and that this challenge culminated on Mount Carmel in chapter 18, with the prophets of Baal being slain.

32] Josephus writes, "…he also took to wife the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the Tyrians and Sidonians, whose name was Jezebel, of whom he learned to worship her own gods." (Antiquities 8131)

33] A. H. Sayce, "Baal (1)," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008). 

34] A. S. Peake, "Baal," in A Dictionary of the Bible Dealing with Language, Literature, and Contents Including the Biblical Theology, vol 1, ed. James Hastings (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1908), 209.

1 Kings 16:31, "And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him."

1 Kings 16:34 In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.
1 Kings 16:34 — Comments- Joshua prophesied a curse upon any man that rebuild the city of Jericho ( Joshua 6:26). The fact that Hiel the Bethelite lost his firstborn when the work began and his youngest when the work was completed implies that he lost all of his other sons during the reconstruction of this city. Hiel, the Bethelite, fulfilled the curse and ended it, much like Christ became our curse so that all who followed Christ might be blessed ( Galatians 3:13). 

Joshua 6:26, "And Joshua adjured them at that time, saying, Cursed be the man before the LORD, that riseth up and buildeth this city Jericho: he shall lay the foundation thereof in his firstborn, and in his youngest son shall he set up the gates of it."

Galatians 3:13, "Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:"

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-6 

Elijah's Prophecy Concerning a Drought - In 1 Kings 17:1-6 we have the story of Elijah the prophet proclaiming a drought unto King Ahab over the land and fleeing to the brook Cherith. This drought would last three and a half years as a form of divine judgment upon the wicked kingdom of northern Israel.

1 Kings 17:1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the LORD God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.
1 Kings 17:1 — Word Study on "Elijah" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Elijah" ""Eliyah" ( אֵלִיָּה) (H 452) means, "God of Jehovah." PTW says the name means, "Jehovah is my God."

1 Kings 17:1 — Word Study on "the Tishbite" - Gesenius says the Hebrew word "Tishbite" ( תִּשְׁבִּי) (H 8664) refers to a town of Naphtali. He concludes this from the reference to this town in the Apocrypha writing of Tobit , who was also from the town of "Thisbe" ( θισβή) ( Tobit 1:1-2). However, James Montgomery believes Elijah was from a town called "Tishbe" in Gilead, east of Jordan, rather than from Naphtali in the region of northern Israel west of Jordan. 35]

35] James A. Montgomery, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Books of Kings, in The International Critical Commentary on the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, eds. Charles A. Briggs, Samuel R. Driver, and Alfred Plummer, (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1951), 294.

Tobit 1:1-2, "The book of the words of Tobit , son of Tobiel, the son of Ananiel, the son of Aduel, the son of Gabael, of the seed of Asael, of the tribe of Nephthali; Who in the time of Enemessar king of the Assyrians was led captive out of Thisbe, which is at the right hand of that city, which is called properly Nephthali in Galilee above Aser."

Strong tells us it refers to Tishbeh (in Gilead), and it literally means, "recourse." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 6 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "Tishbite 6." It is only used in the phrase "Elijah the Tishbite" ( 1 Kings 17:1; 1 Kings 21:17; 1 Kings 21:28; 2 Kings 1:3; 2 Kings 1:8; 2 Kings 9:36). 

1 Kings 17:1 — Comments - We might ask the question as to what provoked the Lord to send a famine upon the land of Israel at this time in their history. The answer can be found in the preceding verses, which describes King Ahab as most wicked king that had yet ruled over His people Israel ( 1 Kings 16:29-34). Thus, God's anger had been provoked to action in the form of a famine. 

1 Kings 17:3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.
1 Kings 17:3 — Word Study on "Cherith" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Cherith" "ker-eeth"" ( כְּרִית) (H 3747) means, "cut."

1 Kings 17:6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.
1 Kings 17:6 — Comments- The ravens are scavengers by nature. We can see how God used their natural instincts to find food and then commanded them to carry it to Elijah rather than consuming in on themselves. I have watched the 

1 Kings 17:6 — Comments- When we are obedient to the Lord and put His Word first in our lives, He always meets our needs ( Matthew 6:33), as He did with Elijah.

Matthew 6:33, "But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you."



Verses 1-24 

1 Kings 17:1 - 2 Kings 9:37 - The Ministry of Elijah and Elisha the Prophets- 1 Kings 17:1 to 2 Kings 9:37 records the ministries of Elijah and Elisha the prophets, who ministered under the Israeli kings Ahab (874-853 B.C.), Ahaziah (853-852 B.C.), and Jehoram (852-841 B.C.), which reflects a thirty-year period. It is important to note that the primary prophetic ministries of all of the prophets discussed in the books of 1,2Kings were directed towards the kings (Nathan under King David, Ahijah the Shilonite and a man of God from Judah under King Jeroboam, Jehu the son of Hanani under King Baasha, Elijah and Elisha under Ahab, Ahaziah, and Jehoram, an unnamed prophet under King Ahab, Micaiah the son of Imlah under King Jehoshaphat and King Ahab, Isaiah under King Hezekiah). However, Elijah and Elisha occasionally ministered to individuals, such as the widow of Zarephath, the widow of a prophet, and the noble woman of Shunem.

Of these prophets, Elijah was clearly given a divine commission to anoint new kings over Syria and Israel ( 1 Kings 19:15-17), of which his successor Elisha fulfilled. These two prophets fulfilled their ministries by anointing kings and prophesying into their lives, which is evident by the fact that the narrative material for these two prophets ends when Elisha completes this commission by predicting the rise of Hazael as king over Syria, whom Elijah had anointed ( 2 Kings 8), and anointing Jehu as king over Israel ( 2 Kings 9). The following outline reveals the fact that Elijah's divine commission was given to him close to the beginning of his ministry and finds its fulfilment at the close of Elisha's ministry.

The Ministry of Elijah

1 Kings 17:1-7 — Elijah Prophesies a 3½ Year Drought

1 Kings 17:8-16 — Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath

1 Kings 17:17-24 — Elijah Raises the Widow's Son

1 Kings 18:1-46 — Elijah Confronts Prophets of Baal on Mt Carmel

1 Kings 19:1-21 — Elijah's Divine Commission on Mount Horeb

1 Kings 20:1-35 — Israel Defeats the Syrians

1 Kings 20:36-43 — A Prophet Judges King Ahab

1 Kings 21:1-29 — King Ahab Murders Naboth for His Vineyard

1 Kings 22:1-40 — King Ahab Killed in Battle

1 Kings 22:41-50 — Jehoshaphat Reigns Over Judah

1 Kings 22:51 - 2 Kings 1:18 — The Reign of Ahaziah Over Israel

2 Kings 2:1-18 — Elijah's Rapture

The Ministry of Elisha

2 Kings 2:19-22 — The Healing of the Water

2 Kings 2:23-25 — The Bears Maul the Youths

2 Kings 3:1-27 — The Rebellion of the Moabites

2 Kings 4:1-7 — The Widow's Multiplication of Oil

2 Kings 4:8-37 — The Resurrection of the Shunammite's Son

2 Kings 4:38-41 — The Healing of the Pot of Stew

2 Kings 4:42-44 — The Feeding of One Hundred Prophets

2 Kings 5:1-27 — The Healing of Naaman's Leprosy

2 Kings 6:1-7 — The Floating Axe Head

2 Kings 6:8-23 — The Blinding of the Syrian Army

2 Kings 6:24 to 2 Kings 7:20 — The Besiege of Samaria by Syria

2 Kings 8:1-6 — The Widow of Shunammite's Land Restored

2 Kings 8:7-15 — The Prediction of Hazael's Reign over Syria

2 Kings 8:16-24 — The Reign of Jehoram Over Judah

2 Kings 8:25 to 2 Kings 9:37 — Ahaziah's Reign Over Judah & Jehu Over Israel

This outline reveals that Elisha, having received a double anointing from Elijah, performed approximately doubled the number of miracles performed by Elijah. Although both prophets worked numerous miracles among the Israelites, their primary role was to speak God's Word to anoint new kings to reign over Syria and Israel.

The Ministries of Elijah and Elisha Reflected in the New Testament - We find a number of references to the ministry of Elijah in the New Testament. Luke refers to the famine prophesied by Elijah and the healing of Naaman by Elisha ( Luke 4:25-27), and to Elijah calling fire down from heaven ( Luke 9:54); and the epistle of James refers to Elijah's earnest prayer ( James 5:17-18). In addition, because of his rapture, the first-century Jews believed Elijah would return again and restore the kingdom of Israel. Therefore, Jesus Christ taught in the Gospels that Elijah served as a type and figure of John the Baptist ( Matthew 17:11-13), and the angel Gabriel told Zacharias that John the Baptist would go forth in the power and spirit of Elijah ( Luke 1:17). Those who stood at the Cross believed Jesus was calling for Elijah to deliver Him ( Matthew 27:47-49).

Luke 9:54, "And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?"

Matthew 17:11-13, "And Jesus answered and said unto them, Elias truly shall first come, and restore all things. But I say unto you, That Elias is come already, and they knew him not, but have done unto him whatsoever they listed. Likewise shall also the Son of man suffer of them. Then the disciples understood that he spake unto them of John the Baptist."

Luke 1:17, "And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

Elijah's prayer to God on Mount Horeb regarding Israel's backsliding and God's reply that He has a remnant is mentioned within the context of Israel's future redemption ( Romans 11:3-4), where Paul explains that there is a remnant of Jews who believe in the Messiah just as there was a remnant during the time of Elijah ( Romans 11:5).



Verses 7-16 

Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath - 1 Kings 17:7-16 gives us the account of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath. 

1 Kings 17:7-16 — Elijah and the Widow of Zarephath - In his message The God of the Breakthrough Jerry Savelle tells the story of one of his divine visitations in which the Lord explained to him that the Church was living in a mode of lack, getting by financially from week to week. He was in his hotel room while ministering in Liberty, Texas and the Lord appeared to him. Jesus said to him that there were three things required for anyone to receive a supernatural breakthrough. The Lord took him to the story of Elijah and the widow of Zarephath. 

1. One Must Have A Prophetic Word from God- The first thing that is required for a breakthrough is a prophetic word from God, a "Thus saith the Lord!" This comes most often from spending time in prayer so that we can know God's mind. The widow of Zarephath was in lack to the point of dying. She intended on dying after her day's meal ( 1 Kings 17:12). Elijah's word was intended to change her situation drastically from "I have not" ( 1 Kings 17:12) to having more than enough ( 1 Kings 17:15-16).

2. One Must Have a Willingness to Obey- Once a prophet word comes, there must be a willingness to obey that word. The Scripture says, "And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah." ( 1 Kings 17:15) 

3. One Must Sow a Seed- Obedience will require the sowing of a seed. People are often "need-minded" while God is "seed-minded." The widow had to sow a significant seed in order to release her faith. The word "significance" means that something has special meaning to you. She gave all that she had. 

Jesus went on to tell Jerry Savelle that if God's people will apply these laws of prosperity, the God of the breakthrough would visit their house. When Jerry asked the Lord for a Scripture to support this statement, the Lord gave him Genesis 50:24, which says, "And Joseph said unto his brethren, I die: and God will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob." The last thing that the Lord said to Jerry was to tell them that once they release that seed, the depth of their praise would determine the magnitude of their breakthrough. 36]

36] Jerry Savelle, interviewed by Kenneth Copeland, Believer's Voice of Victory (Kenneth Copeland Ministries, Fort Worth, Texas), on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California), television program.

1 Kings 17:10-11 — Comments - Giving and Receiving- Elijah asked for a drink of water and a morsel of bread so that she might be able to give what little affection she had to God. In return, God could pour out His divine love into her life. It is the same principle that we find when Jesus asked the woman at the well to give him a drink. Note these insightful words from Frances J. Roberts:

"‘Give and ye shall receive' is a spiritual law that holds true as much between thyself and God as between man and his fellowman. Even more Song of Solomon , for this is a higher plane of operation. Learn it on the highest plane, and it will become simple and automatic at the human level. Even as I said to the woman at the well (knowing her need of true satisfaction) ‘Give Me a drink', so I say to you, Give Me a portion of the love ye have - even though it be limited and natural, and I will give you My love in return. Love that is infinite. Love that is abounding. Love that will gush forth from thy life to refresh others. Give Me just a cupful of your limited affection. I long for it. I weep for it as I wept for the love of Jerusalem. I will pour out upon you such love as ye have never known. Love that will flood your whole being with such satisfaction as ye never dreamed possible to experience except in Heaven. Lo, I beg of thee, ‘Give Me a drink; Or in the language of Elijah, ‘Bake me a little cake first', and thou wilt never lack for meal and oil." 37]

37] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 45-6.

1 Kings 17:12 And she said, As the LORD thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my Song of Solomon , that we may eat it, and die.
1 Kings 17:12 — "I am gathering two sticks" - Comments- Peter Pett, in his work "The Use of Numbers in the Ancient Near East and In Genesis ," studies the use of numbers in the ancient world by looking at modern-day primitive tribes. He suggests that the woman in 1 Kings 17:12 is really saying, "I am gathering a few sticks." If she were gathering many sticks, she would have said, "I am gathering three sticks." He supports this statement by noting that in ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics, the symbol that was later used for the number three originally represented the concept of "many." Pett also refers to Neugebauer's work, "In the Exact Sciences in Antiquity," where he describes the growth of numbers in ancient Sumer. Pett says, "He points out that the word used for ‘one' (as) is the same word as that for ‘ Prayer of Manasseh ,' the word for ‘two' (min) is the same as that for ‘woman,' and the word for ‘three' is the same as that for ‘many.'" Thus, Pett suggests that "two sticks" is used as a generality for the concept of "few." 38]

38] Peter Pett, "The Use of Numbers in the Ancient Near East and in Genesis ," [on-line]; accessed 3August 2009; available from http://www.geocities.com/genesiscommentary/numbers.html; Internet.

Another example of the use of the number "two" is found in 2 Kings 5:10, where we are told that Elisha saved the king of Israel "not once nor twice." Here again, the number two represents a few times, while anything above it represents many times.

2 Kings 6:10, "And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice."

In contrast, the number "ten" is used throughout the Scriptures to represent the concept of "many." This is probably because someone finishes counting when he has counted all of his fingers.

Genesis 31:7, "And your father hath deceived me, and changed my wages ten times; but God suffered him not to hurt me."

Genesis 31:41, "Thus have I been twenty years in thy house; I served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and six years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed my wages ten times."

Numbers 14:22, "Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;"

Nehemiah 4:12, "And it came to pass, that when the Jews which dwelt by them came, they said unto us ten times, From all places whence ye shall return unto us they will be upon you."

Job 19:3, "These ten times have ye reproached me: ye are not ashamed that ye make yourselves strange to me."

Daniel 1:20, "And in all matters of wisdom and understanding, that the king enquired of them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm."

Daniel 7:10, "A fiery stream issued and came forth from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books were opened."

Revelation 5:11, "And I beheld, and I heard the voice of many angels round about the throne and the beasts and the elders: and the number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands;"

1 Kings 17:15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and Hebrews , and her house, did eat many days.
1 Kings 17:15 — Comments- Each day the widow had to go to the barrel of meal and cruse of oil and make Elijah a meal by faith. 

1 Kings 17:16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake by Elijah.
1 Kings 17:16 — Comments- Each day the widow sowed a seed by giving to Elijah the prophet of God, and each day the Lord multiplied her seed.



Verses 17-24 

Elijah Raises the Widow's Son From the Dead - 1 Kings 17:17-24 records the story of Elijah raising the widow's son from the dead. We have a similar story in 2 Kings 4:8-37 where Elisha raised the son of the Shunammite woman from the dead.

The death of a son meant that there would be no provision for a mother when she becomes widowed. Therefore, in one aspect of her request the widow of Zarephath was asking for provisions from him since she had provided for Elisha.

1 Kings 17:18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?
1 Kings 17:18 — "art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance" - Scripture References- 
Psalm 51:5, "Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me."

1 Kings 17:21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the LORD, and said, O LORD my God, I pray thee, let this child"s soul come into him again.
1 Kings 17:21 — Comments- We find a similar story in 2 Kings 4:34 where Elisha raised a child from the dead. Elisha used the same procedure that he has learned from Elijah of lying prostrate upon the child's body. 

2 Kings 4:34, "And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm. Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes."

1 Kings 17:24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the LORD in thy mouth is truth.
1 Kings 17:24 — Comments - The purpose of the narrative material that describes the miracles of Elijah and Elisha is to serve as testimonies to the fulfilment of God's Word in their ministries, thus, qualifying them as genuine prophets of the Lord God of Israel. For example, 1 Kings 17:24 closes its narrative story with the widow of Zarephath testifying that Elijah was truly a prophet of God. In a similar manner, the Elijah-Elisha narrative material will close with a final declaration of the fulfilment of Elijah's word ( 2 Kings 9:36-37).

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-46 

1 Kings 18:1-46 — The Story of Elijah's Confrontation With the Prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel - 1 Kings 18:1-46 records the story of Elijah's confrontation with the prophets of Baal on Mount Carmel. Note Elijah's strength and boldness and stability in his purpose. This is the character that God forms in a man of prayer and godliness. He moves according to God's Word and does not flinch to the left or to the right. His source of strength is found in his time with God ( Isaiah 40:31).

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." 

1 Kings 18:1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the LORD came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.
1 Kings 18:1 — Comments - Jewish tradition reckons the third year in 1 Kings 18:1 to be counted from the time Elijah arrived in Zarephath to the time he departs this city to visit King Ahab, so that he would have stayed with the widow about two years and departed in the third year; Jewish tradition reckons an additional year for Elijah to stay by the brook Cherith. This adds up to three and a half years stated in the New Testament ( Luke 4:25, James 5:17) and in the Jewish tractate Jalkut Schimoni. Christian commentators often reckon the third year in 1 Kings 18:1 to means that Elijah announced the drought about six months after it began, and he leaves Zarephath later in the third year to seek King Ahab, which can add up to three and a half years. 39]

39] Karl Chr. W. F. Bhr, The Books of the Kings, trans. Edwin Harwood and W. G. Summer, in A Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, Critical, Doctrinal, and Homiletical, with Special Reference to Ministers and Students, ed. John Peter Lange (New York: Scribner, Armstrong and Company, 1872), 203; John Wesley, Notes on the Old Testament: 1 Samuel -, Psalm , in The Wesleyan Heritage Library Commentary [CD-ROM] (Rio, WI: Ages Software, Inc, 2002), comments on 1Kings .

1 Kings 18:12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the LORD shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the LORD from my youth.
1 Kings 18:12 — "the spirit of the Lord shall carry thee" - Scripture References - 
Acts 8:39, "And when they were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: and he went on his way rejoicing."

1 Kings 18:13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the LORD, how I hid an hundred men of the LORD"S prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?
1 Kings 18:13 — Comments- What activities were a hundred prophets doing while hiding in a cave? Perhaps they were prophesying their deliverance from that cave and Israel's deliverance.

1 Kings 18:19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel"s table.
1 Kings 18:19 — "and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty" - Comments- PTW says the Hebrew name "Baal" means, "master, lord." The ISBE says Baal "was the title of the supreme god among the Canaanites." He was believed to be the god that controlled the forces of nature. 40]

40] A. H. Sayce, "Baal," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

1 Kings 18:19 — "and the prophets of the groves four hundred" - Comments- The Hebrew word "Asherah" is translated "the groves" in the KJV. Asherah was the Canaanite "goddess of fertility" (ISBE). 41]

41] A. H. Sayce, "Asherah," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

1 Kings 18:21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
1 Kings 18:21 — "How long halt ye" - Comments- Many people today are wavering between the world and God.

1 Kings 18:21 — "the people answered him not a word" - Comments- When God's truth is spoken, it brings us speechless ( Hebrews 4:12). 

Hebrews 4:12, "For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart."

1 Kings 18:24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the LORD: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.
1 Kings 18:24 — Comments- The world desires physical signs.

1 Kings 18:29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.
1 Kings 18:29 — Comments- The gods of this world are not able to help or to deliver.

1 Kings 18:33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood. 
1 Kings 18:33 — Comments - Anyone who has ever built a fire knows the necessity of setting wood in order so that it burns. The kindling is a key part of igniting a large fire, and larger wood is placed upon the ignited kindling. The large wood must "breath" by having space between it so air can flow through the logs and spread the flames. In other words, the wood must be set in order.

1 Kings 18:33-35 — Comments - The Water Used to Wet the Sacrifice- Note that a severe drought was in the land. Water was precious. Perhaps they used salt water from the sea.

1 Kings 18:38 Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.
1 Kings 18:38 — "the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice" - Comments- This fire also came down and consumed the sacrifice of Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the wilderness ( Leviticus 9:24).

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

The angel accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire ( Judges 13:19). 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan ( 1 Chronicles 21:26).

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

A fire also came from heaven and consumed the sacrifice of King Solomon at the dedication of the temple ( 2 Chronicles 7:1).

2 Chronicles 7:1, "Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel ( 1 Kings 18:38).

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

1 Kings 18:38 — "and the stones" - Comments- It was so hot that even the stones were consumed.

1 Kings 18:38 — Comments - Joseph Prince suggests the sacrifice and the altar were entirely consumed by God's fire from heaven as an indication that the sacrifice was insufficient, that God's judgment was greater than the sacrificial offering on Mount Carmel. 42]

42] Joseph Prince, Destined to Reign, on Lighthouse Television (Kampala, Uganda), television program, 21May 2012.

1 Kings 18:42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees, 
1 Kings 18:42 — Comments- Dutch Sheets describes Elijah's position of prayer in 1 Kings 18:42 as a position of travail, where men groan in the spirit. 43]

43] Dutch Sheets, Intercessory Prayer (Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1996), 118-119.

1 Kings 18:44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man"s hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not. 
1 Kings 18:44 — "Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man"s hand" - Comments- The servant returns to the prophet Elijah and tells him that he has seen a cloud the size of a man's hand. It is hard to imagine that the servant saw a 9-inch cloud forty thousand feet in the air. However, it is possible that this ancient culture had a method of measuring cloud size by placing their hands out in front of their face and seeing how much of the cloud was covered up by their hand. Thus, the servant probably saw a cloud that was small enough to be covered up by his hand when it was extended in front of him.

1 Kings 18:42-44 — Comments- The book of James describes the prayer of Elijah recorded in 1 Kings 18:42-44 as an "effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man." 

James 5:16, "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit."

1 Kings 18:46 And the hand of the LORD was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
1 Kings 18:46 — "and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel" - Comments- Ahab rode in his chariot ( 1 Kings 18:45), but Elijah was on foot from Mount Carmel ( 1 Kings 18:19) to Jezreel, which was twenty-five miles in distance. Song of Solomon , this was a supernatural feat to run twenty-five miles ahead of horses ( Isaiah 40:31).

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint." 

Elijah was deliberately putting himself in a position of submission and service to the king by running before the chariot. Kings often had men who ran before their chariots.

1 Samuel 8:11, "And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots."

2 Samuel 15:1, "And it came to pass after this, that Absalom prepared him chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him."

1 Kings 1:5, "Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him."

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-21 

1 Kings 19:1-18 — Elijah's Flight to Mount Sinai and God's Divine Commission to Him - In 1 Kings 19:1-18 we have the story of Elijah's flight to Mount Sinai because of Jezebel's threat of death and of God's divine visitation and commissioning him to do several tasks. It is important to note how God dealt with Elijah's severe depression. This great servant of God wanted to die and not life. In response, God put him to work and got him up off of his bed of pity and out and about. When we are busy, our minds are not so prone to daydream of the difficult circumstances around us. Elijah was a loner and had spent probably days and months alone with God. This time, God got him up and busy and out of a state of depression.

1 Kings 19:1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword. 
1 Kings 19:2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time. 
1 Kings 19:2 — Comments- We are told that the spirit of Elijah rested upon John the Baptist in the New Testament ( Luke 1:17). Note, however, how the same spirit that raised up Jezebel against Elijah also came against John the Baptist in the form of Herodias ( Mark 6:19).

Luke 1:17, "And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord."

Mark 6:19, "Therefore Herodias had a quarrel against him, and would have killed him; but she could not:"

1 Kings 19:3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beersheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there.
1 Kings 19:3 — "and came to Beersheba" - Comments- Beersheba was a southern city of Judah.

1 Kings 19:3 — "left his servant there" - Comments- You must forsake all to follow Jesus ( Luke 14:33).

Luke 14:33, "So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple."

1 Kings 19:4 But he himself went a day"s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.
1 Kings 19:4 — "he requested for himself that he might die" - Comments- Luke 14:26 says that in order to come to Jesus, we must hate family, even or our own lives. Elijah hated his own life here.

Luke 14:26, "If any man come to me, and hate not his father, and mother, and wife, and children, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and his own life also, he cannot be my disciple."

Luke 9:23, "And he said to them all, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose his life for my sake, the same shall save it."

1 Kings 19:4 — "for I am not better than my fathers" - Comments- Perhaps Elijah is commenting on his failure to bring a nation to repentance, as his fathers had also failed at this task. Therefore, when Elijah meets God on the mount, he complains about the sins of this nation.

When we come to God, we must come with this kind of a humble, broken spirit.

1 Kings 19:4 — Comments- The God of Elijah is the same God today and will be near and save those who are broken ( Psalm 34:17-17; Psalm 51:17).

Psalm 34:17-18, "The righteous cry, and the LORD heareth, and delivereth them out of all their troubles. The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit."

Psalm 51:17, "The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise."

1 Kings 19:5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat. 
1 Kings 19:6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.
1 Kings 19:6 — "And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head" - Comments- God sent his angel to prepare a meal for Elijah.

Jesus sent his disciples to prepare a Passover meal ( Luke 22:13) just like Elijah ate a cake and drank water. At the Passover meal, Jesus Christ said the bread was His body and the wine was His blood. This meal from an angel gave Elijah the strength to go to Mount Horeb, just like Jesus is our strength that brings us to God. The natural man cannot come to God in his own strength, because he has too much sin. We must be washed in blood (the wine in Luke 22and the water in 1Kings 19) and partake of the Word (the bread in Luke 22).

Many times in our lives we feel totally forsaken and that no one understands; but God understands ( Hebrews 2:14; Hebrews 2:17; Hebrews 4:14-16). 

Hebrews 2:14, "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that Isaiah , the devil;"

Hebrews 2:17, "Wherefore in all things it behoved him to be made like unto his brethren, that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the people."

Hebrews 4:14-16, "Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

Elijah was a man of like passions as we are ( James 5:17) and he felt like dying. But God sends us a messenger with a message from God, and we partake of the bread of life, and find the strength to carry on.

James 5:17, "Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months."

1 Kings 19:6 — "And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again" - Comments- Jesus gives us rest to our souls ( Isaiah 30:15, Matthew 11:28-30).

Isaiah 30:15, "For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not."

Matthew 11:28-30, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

1 Kings 19:7 And the angel of the LORD came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee.
1 Kings 19:7 — "Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee" - Comments- The natural man cannot make it to God in the flesh ( Luke 18:1). It must be with God's help (Jesus). He cannot be good enough ( Romans 3:23).

Luke 18:1, "And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;"

Romans 3:23, "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;"

1 Kings 19:8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.
1 Kings 19:8 — "went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights" - Comments- During my years serving the Lord, there have been times when He would give me a word to go by. It may have come from a dream, from His speaking to me, from a verse being quickened to me. But these experiences, these words from the Lord, have sustained me for years, just as Elijah "went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights". A child of God can feast on a "rhema" word from God for years, giving him or her strength to go on in those difficult times. Kenneth Hagin teaches that many times the Lord will give his servants a word, knowing that this person is about to go through a trial in which he will need something supernatural to sustain him through the trial. 44] This word from God is capable of doing just that in a believer"s life. 

44] Kenneth Hagin, Following God's Plan For Your Life (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1993, 1994), 118.

1 Kings 19:8 — "unto Horeb the mount of God" - Comments- PTW says the Hebrew name "Horeb" means, "desert." Mount Horeb is also called Mount Sinai ( Deuteronomy 4:15). Two people in the Bible stood upon Mount Horeb: Moses and Elijah.

Deuteronomy 4:15, "Take ye therefore good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no manner of similitude on the day that the LORD spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of the fire:" 

Sinai is mentioned, as a desert and a mountain, in thirty-five passages of the Old Testament. In seventeen passages, the same desert and mountain is called "Horeb." The name "Horeb" is chiefly used in Deuteronomy , though Sinai also occurs ( Deuteronomy 33:2). (ISBI)

Deuteronomy 33:2, "And he said, The LORD came from Sinai, and rose up from Seir unto them; he shined forth from mount Paran, and he came with ten thousands of saints: from his right hand went a fiery law for them."

1 Kings 19:8 — Comments- Elijah did not seek God in the midst of a perverse nation, but he first escaped the pollutions of the world.

2 Peter 2:20, "For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,"

1 Kings 19:11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the LORD. And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the LORD but the LORD was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the LORD was not in the earthquake:
1 Kings 19:11 — "and after the wind an earthquake" - Comments- Note Acts 4:31, "place was shaken where they were assembled." Thus, the strong wind, earthquake, and fire represent God's presence.

Acts 4:31, "And when they had prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness."

1 Kings 19:12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the LORD was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.
1 Kings 19:12 — "a still small voice" - Scripture References- Note similar verses to the Lord speaking to man in a still, small voice during a time of rest in Him:

Psalm 27:14, "Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD."

Isaiah 30:7, "For the Egyptians shall help in vain, and to no purpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their strength is to sit still."

Isaiah 30:15, "For thus saith the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and in confidence shall be your strength: and ye would not."

Isaiah 30:18, "And therefore will the LORD wait, that he may be gracious unto you, and therefore will he be exalted, that he may have mercy upon you: for the LORD is a God of judgment: blessed are all they that wait for him."

Isaiah 40:31, "But they that wait upon the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary; and they shall walk, and not faint."

John 8:47, "He that is of God heareth God"s words: ye therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God."

John 10:27, "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me:"

John 18:37, "Pilate therefore said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice."

1 Kings 19:11-12 — Comments - God's Still, Small Voice - The wind, earthquake and fire were simply outward manifestations of God's presence, as when He descended upon Mount Sinai when Israel came out of Egypt ( Exodus 19:16). 

Exodus 19:16, "And it came to pass on the third day in the morning, that there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people that was in the camp trembled."

Frances Roberts writes:

"Yea, I was not in the wind nor the earthquake, but the still small voice. Though the very atmosphere seemeth to move out as I move in, and though the earth tremble beneath My feet, these are but manifestations of My presence. Thou shalt find Me in the still small voice: it is the love call of My heart." 45]

45] Frances J. Roberts, Dialogues With God (Uhrichsville, Ohio: Barbour Publishing, Inc, c 1968), 40.

To the unbelievers, God speaks in signs and wonders, as He did on Mount Carmel when Elijah visited it; but to His children, He speaks in a still, small voice. The wind, earthquake, and the fire are natural voices, which the world hears. In contrast, His children have learned to listen to the spiritual voice of the Lord. Note this confirmation in the New Testament in 1 Corinthians 14:22, "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe."

1 Kings 19:13 And it was Song of Solomon , when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?
1 Kings 19:13 — "he wrapped his face in his mantle" - Comments- Moses also hid his face in the presence of the Lord ( Exodus 3:6). The seraphims hide their faces in God"s presence ( Isaiah 6:2).

Exodus 3:6, "Moreover he said, I am the God of thy father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he was afraid to look upon God."

Isaiah 6:2, "Above it stood the seraphims: each one had six wings; with twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain he did fly."

1 Kings 19:14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the LORD God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away. 
1 Kings 19:10-14 — Comments - The Strong Wind and Fire- The Hebrew word ( רוּחַ) (H 7307) is translated "spirit, wind or breath" throughout the Old Testament. This wind and fire could have been the presence of God"s angels ( Hebrews 1:7), just as an angel of God appeared to Moses in a flaming fire in Exodus 3:2.

Hebrews 1:7, "And of the angels he saith, Who maketh his angels spirits, and his ministers a flame of fire."

Exodus 3:2, "And the angel of the LORD appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed."

1 Kings 19:15 And the LORD said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria:
1 Kings 19:15 — "anoint Hazael to be king over Syria" - Comments- This event actually took place during the ministry of Elisha in 2 Kings 8:7-15.

1 Kings 19:16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abelmeholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.
1 Kings 19:16 — "And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel" - Comments- This event actually took place during the ministry of Elisha in 2 Kings 9:1-13.

1 Kings 19:15-18 — Comments - God Responds to Elijah's Report by Bringing Judgment Upon Israel- God"s response to Elijah"s report of Israel"s sins is to judge this nation. God uses Elijah to anoint men who will carry out this task.

1 Kings 19:19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him.
1 Kings 19:19 — "and he with the twelfth" - Comments- This means that Elisha has twelve teams of oxen ploughing. Therefore, there were twenty-four oxen ploughing, two to a team. Elisha was in the rear plowing with the twelfth team. 
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Verses 1-53 

1 Kings 22:17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master: let them return every man to his house in peace.
1 Kings 22:17 — Comments- Jesus pictured the children of Israel as sheep having no shepherd during His ministry on earth ( Matthew 9:36, Mark 6:34). The nation of Israel is described as sheep ( Numbers 27:17, 1 Chronicles 18:16).

Matthew 9:36, "But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd."

Mark 6:34, "And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things."

Also:

Numbers 27:17, "Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the LORD be not as sheep which have no shepherd."

2 Chronicles 18:16, "Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace."

1 Kings 22:48-49 — Comments - Divine Intervention- 2 Chronicles 20:36-37 says the Lord broke up this evil work between kings Ahaziah and Jehoshaphat.

2 Chronicles 20:36-37, "And he joined himself with him to make ships to go to Tarshish: and they made the ships in Eziongeber. Then Eliezer the son of Dodavah of Mareshah prophesied against Jehoshaphat, saying, Because thou hast joined thyself with Ahaziah, the LORD hath broken thy works. And the ships were broken, that they were not able to go to Tarshish."

1 Kings 22:51-53 — The Reign of Ahaziah Over Israel (853-852 B.C.) - 1 Kings 22:51-53 records the story of Ahaziah reigning over Israel.

